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PREFACE.

From the size of this volume, as compared with the variety and
extent of the subjects under examination, it will be readily perceived
that minuteness of detail has been impossible.

In describing the adventures and proceedings of the pioneers in
the settlement and civilization of the Western Continent, the interest-
ing nature of the narrative may have led the author, in some instances,
away from the immediate object of his attention, viz: the manners,
peculiarities, and history of the aboriginal inhabitants. He trusts, how-
ever, that where this may appear to be the casc, it will generally be
found to have resulted from the inseparable manner in which the his-
tory of the natives and those who have supplanted them is interwoven.

So far 1s has proved convenient or practicable, localities will be
found to be in such a manner pointed out or referred to, that the reader
who is ordinarily well acquainted with the geography of the country
will seldom be at fault. Upon this point, the opening of the fifth
book of “The True Travels, Adventures, and Observations of Cap-
taine Tohn Sl’lllith,” is worthy the attention of all historical writers, It
runs thus:

“Before we present you the matters of fact, it is fit to offer to
your view the Stage whereon they were acted; for, as Geography with-
out History seemeth a carkasse without motion, so, History without
Geography wandereth as a Vagrant, without a certaine habitation.”

The works which have been carefully examined by the author in
the prosecution of his design, and from which most of the facts em.
bodied in this outline of history and description have been obtained,
are the following:

=

American Antiquities and Researches into | The Natural History of Man; by James
the Origin and History of the Red Race;{ Cowles Prichard;
by Alexander W. Bradiord ; Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs,
The Biography and History of the Indians{ and Condition of the North American In-
of North America; by Samuel G. Drake;} disns; by George Catlin;
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The History, Condition, and Prospects of the
Indinn Tribes of the United States; by
Heury R. Schoolcraft, LL. D

The United States’ Exploring Expedition;
by Commander Charles Wilkes;

Indian Biography; by B. B. Thacher;

Mc Intosh’s Book of the Indians;

Travels of Cupt. Jonsthan Carver through
the Interior of North America, in 1776-7-83

Indian Wars of the United States; by Wil-
liam V, Moore;

The History of the Conquest of Mexicos
from the Spanish of Don Antonio De Selis;

The Conquest of Mexico; by Bernal Disz
del Castillo, Regidor of the city of Guate-
mala, written in 1568

Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico;

Conquest of Mexico and Peru; Harper’s
series of Tales from American History ;

Robertson’s History of America;

The Invasion and Conguest of Florida, un-
der Hernando de Sote, written by a gen-
tleman of the town of Elvas;

Irving’s Conquest of Florida;

The Territory of Florida} by John Lee Wil-
liams ;

The True Travels, Adventures, and Observa-
tions of Captaine Iohn Smith; from the
London edition of 16293

The Life of Captain Jobn Smith ; by W. G.
Simms §

The History of the Indians of Connecticut;
by John W. De Forrest;

Baylie’s Memoirs of Plymouth Colony ;

Burber’s Historical Collections, in Massa-

h ts and Cc

The Rev. William Bubbard’s Narrative of
the Indian Wars in New England ; writ-
ten in 1775 ;

The History of Philip’s War; by Thomas
Church, a son of Capt. Benjamin Church ;

New England’s Memorial; by Nathaniel
Morton, published in 1669;

The Publications of the Massachussetts His-
torical Society, especially those relating to
the Early Settlements in New England;
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Stone’s Life of Jos. Brant—Thayendaneges ;

Memoirs of William Penn; by Thomnas
Clarkson ;

Heckewelder’s Narrative of the Mission of
the United Brethren among the Delaware
and Mohegan Indians

The Life of William Henry Harrison, with &
History of the Wars with the British and
Indians on our North-western Frontiers ;

The Adventures of Daniel Boone; by the
author of Uncle Philip’s Conversations ;

The Histery of the American Indians; by
James Adair, for forty years a resident
and trader among them ;

Cobbett’s Life of Andrew Jackson s

The History of Georgia; by Capt. Hugh
Mc Calls

The Adventures of Capt. Bonneville in the
Far West, and among the Rocky Moun-
tains; by Washington Irving ;

Cox’s Advontures on the Columbia River;

Barrow’s Voyages of Discovery and Research
within the Arctic Regions;

Back’s Nurrative of the Arctic Land Expe-
dition

Greenland, the Adjacent Seas, and the North-
west Passage; by Bernard O’Reilly ;

Parry’s Journal of a second voyage for the
Discovery of a North-west Passage;

Mackenzie’s Inland Expedition to the Arctic
Ocean

Purchas, his Pilgrimage;

The Modern Traveller; by Josiah Conder,
Articles on South America;

Spanish America; by R. H, Bonnycastle ;

Irving’s Life of Columbus;

Indian Tribes of Guiana; by Rev. W. H.
Brett;

Alexander de Humboldt’s Travels in Seuth
America;

Prescott’s Conquest of Peru;

Travels in Peruj by Dr. J. J. Von Tschudi,
translated from the German by Thomssina
Ross;

The Geographical, Natural, and Civil His-
tory of Chili; by Abbe den J. Ignatjus

inclnding, g other d , the
Relations of G. Mourt and E. Winslow
concerning the Pilgrims at Plymouth;
Letters and Writings of Roger Williaras;
Gookin’s Historical Collections, &c., &c.
Schoolcraft’s Notes on the Iroquois;

Molina; translated fromn the original Itale
ian by an American Gentleman;

John Mawe’s Travels in the Interior of
Brazil ;

Head’s Journey to the Pampas and ;‘xa
Andes.
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INDIAN RACES OF AMERICA.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.

CHAPTER I.

ORIGIN OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS—SOME OF THEIR
GENERAL CUSTOMS AND PECULIARITIES.

Ofn wep QuANwy yeveh, Toride xau avipiv.

“Like leaves on trees the race of man is found,
Now green in youth, now withering on the ground;
Another race the following spring supplies.”—Iliad.

IT were far easier to foretell the period when the extinc-
tion of the Indian races must be consummated, and to
explain the causes that must sooner or later terminate their
rational existence, than to trace back their early history.

Even a succinet account of the various theories, with
the arguments upon which they are based, as to the prob-
able sources whence the early inhabitants of the Western
hemisphere derived their origin, would furnish matter for
a volume: we shall therefore do little more than allude
to.the different hypotheses upon the subject, leaving the
reader to follow up the inquiry, if his inclination so move
him, by the examination of works especially devoted to
the discussion of this vexed question.

The want of a written language among the aborigines
of America; the blindness of the system of hieroglyphics
used by the more advanced nations of the continent; and
the wild discrepancies in their fanciful oral traditions leave
us little hope of satisfactorily elucidating the mystery by
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any direct information obtained from the people them

selves. Analogiesin physical conformation, customs, archi-
tecture, language, and religion, must form our principal clue
in deciding the question of their origin.

That America was first peopled by wanderers from the
Old World seems to be a conclusion to which most of those
who have treated on the subject have arrived. Exclusive
of the supposed necessity for maintaining the truth of Scrip-
tural history by deducing all the races of the globe from a
common ancestry, abundant facilities for an intentional or
casual migration have been pointed out by geographers.

The numberless isles of the Pacific offer ready resting-
places for adventurous or bewildered navigators, and might
have been peopled successively by wanderers from South-
eastern Asia. Some of the natives of that portion of the
Eastern continent possess a skill in nautical affairs which
would abundantly qualify them for voyages as hazardous
as any to which they would be exposed in crossing the
Pacific from island to .island in their swift proas. The
near approach of the two grand divisions of the globe at
Behring’s Straits presents still greater facilities for a pass-
age from one to the other, when the waters are closed by -
ice, during the severe Northern winter, or when they lie
open, affording a free passage for canoes. ;

That the North-eastern portions of America were visited
and probably peopled, at a very early date, by adventurers
from the North of Europe seems to be fully establishéd.
Many wild and improbable legends indeed exist, touching
these early voyages, and we can sympathise with the man-
ner in which the old historian of Virginian colonization
dismisses the subject: “For the stories of Arthur, Malgo,
and Brandon, that say a thousand yeares agoe they were
in the North of America, or the Fryer of Linn, that by
his black Art went to the North Pole in the yeare 1360.
In that T know them not. Let this suffice.”
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Modern investigation has brought to light abundant
evidence of visits by the Northmen to Greenland and the
neighboring American coast, at the close of the tenth
and in the beginning of the eleventh centuries, and it is
not improbable that intercourse had subsisted between the
two countries at a much earlier period. The marked dif-
ference between the Esquimaux Indians and all other
tribes of the Western continent points plainly to a separate
ancestry. We shall speak more at large upon this subject
when we come to treat of the natives of that vast and
desolate region lying between the Canadas and the frozen
seas of the North,

Vague accounts of islands or continents at the West are
found in the works of many early writers. The Atlantis
of Plato, the ITesperides, and a host of other uncertain
fables have been tortured by ingenious antiquaries into
proof of more extensive geographical knowledge than is
generally attributed to the ancients,
| Some theorists have indefatigably followed up the idea *

that we are to search for the lost tribes of Israel among
the red men of America, and have found or fancied resem-
blances, otherwise una.ceountable, between Indian and He-
brew Words ceremonies, and superstitions.

Others have exhibited equal ingenuity in carrying out
a comparison between the Moors of Africa and the Amer- ~
icans, claiming to establish a near affinity in character and
| complexion between the two races. They suppose the
Moorish immigrants to have arrived at the West India
Islands, or the Eastern coast of South Ameriea, and thence
to have spread over the whole continent.

However variant, in some particulars, the different
nations of America may appear, there are peculiarities of
language which are noticeable throughout the continent,
and which would seem to prove that neither of these
nations has subsisted in an entirely isolated condition.
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According to Humboldt; “In America, from the coun-
try of the Esquimaux to the banks of the Orinoko, and
again, from these torrid banks to the frozen climate of the
Straits of Magellan, mother tongues, entirely different with
regard to their roots, have, if we may use the expression,
the same physiognomy. Striking analogies of grammat-
ical construction have been recognised, not only in the
more perfect Janguages—as that of the Incas, the Aymara,
the Guarani, the Mexican, and the Cora, but also in lan-
guages extremely rude. Idioms, the roots of which do
not resemble each other more than the roots of the Scla-
vonian and Biscayan, have resemblances of internal me-
chanism similar to those which are found in the Sanscrit,
the Persian, the Greek, and the German languages.”

Of the primary roots of the different Indian dialects,
it is said that there are four more prominent than the rest,
and which can be traced over nearly the whole continent.
These are the Karalit or Esquimaux, the Iroquois, the
Lenni Lenape, and that of the Cherokees, Choctaws, and
other tribes of the South.

The great body of the American aborigines, notwith-
standing the country over which they are distributed, have
many features of physical conformation in common. The
exceptions to this general truth, exhibited principally in
the persons of the Esquimaux, and in certain white tribés
at the West, deserve a separate consideration: at present,
our remarks will be confined to the red men, and particu-
larly to those of the present United States and territories.

The appellation universally bestowed upon this people is
in itself a strange misnomer, and would hardly have obtain-
ed so generally, had not the error in which it originated
been one which early voyagers were slow to acknowledge.

The Americans have, indeed, usurped the name of those
for whom they were so long mistaken, and whom we are
now reduced to distuinguish by the title of East Indians.
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The general appearance of a North American Indian
can be given in few words; the resemblance between those
of different tribes—with the exceptions to which we have
referred—being full as close as between different nations
of either of the great families into which the human race
has been arbitrarily divided. They are about of the aver-
age height which man attains when his form is not cramped
by premature or excessive labor, but their erect posture
and slender figure give them the appearance of a tall race.
Their limbs are well formed, but calculated rather for agility
than strength, in which they rarely equal the more vigorous
of European nations. They generally have small feet.

The most distinguishing peculiarities of the race are,
the reddish or copper colour of the skin; the prominence
of the cheek-bone; and the color and quality of the hair.
This is not absolutely straight, but somewhat wavy, and
has not inaptly been compared to the mane of the horse
—Iless from its coarseness than from its glossy hue and the
manner in which it hangs. Their eyes are universally
dark. The women are rather short, with broader faces,
and a greater tendency to obesity than the men, but many
of them possess a symmetrical figure, with an agreeable
and attractive countenance.

It was formerly quite a general impression that the
Indians were destitute of beards. This error resulted
* from the almost universal custom prevalent among them

of eradicating what they esteemed a deformity. Tweezers,
made of wood or muscle-shells, served to pluck out the
hairs as soon as they appeared; and, after intercourse with
the whites commenced, a coil of spiral wire was applied to
the same use. It was esteemed greatly becoming among
the men, to carry this operation still farther, and to lay
‘bare the whole head, with the exception of a top-knot,
or ridge like the comb of a cock, in which feathers or por-
cupine quills were fantastically interwoven.
9 :
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Of the hideous custom of flattening the head, and the
means by which it was accomplished, we shall speak
when describing the tribes among whom it was practised.

No nations on the Eastern continent approach so nearly to
the American Indians, in bodily conformation, as do certain
tribes of Tartars. A similarity in habits of life, in dress,
festivals, and games, is also observable between the two
nations, This, combined with the proximity of their coun-
tries, and the ease with which a passage could be effected,
would seem to afford a rational presumption as to the direct
origin of no small portion of the red tribes of North Amez-
ica. Who can undertake to decide, however, as to what
admixture of races has here taken place, or how often
fresh arrivals, from different portions of Eastern Asia,
have given rise to new colonies, or destroyed by amal-
gamation, the distinctive characteristics of the earlier peo-
ple? Above all, can we account for the wonderful remaings
of antiquity described in another chapter, by referring
them to the same races as were found inhabiting these
wilds when the white man first ventured to explore them?

" The difficulty of the subject is sufficiently manifest from
the contradictory conclusions drawn by laborious but dog-
‘matic antiquaries; and still more by the doubt and uncer-
tainty in which more candid but equally diligent laborers
in the same field have confessed their researches to have
resulted.

There have not been wanting those who have main-
tained the theory that the Indians were indigenous to
America. Some who have adopted this idea consider that
it involves the doctrine of a separate creation, while others,
that they might not discard the ordinarily received opin-
idon that all mankind have sprung from a single pair, place
‘the seat of paradise somewhere upon the Western Con-
tinent, and consider the Eastern nations as descendants of
‘emigrants from America.
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However interesting these speculations may prove to
the antiquary, they must appear simply wearisome to the
reader who is not willing to give the subject a full inves-
tigation. The two hemispheres remained sundered for so
long a period, that the history of their former connection by
intercourse of their respective inhabitants is now reduced
to little more than speculation; and we will pass to mat-
ters of which we can speak with certainty, and which
appeal more closely to our sympathies, and attract our
attention with more lively interest than such groping amid
the dim relics of antiquity.

A knowledge of the habits and peculiarities of the
Indians can be acquired in the most pleasing manner by
the perusal of their history, interspersed asit is with the
quaint descriptions of old chroniclers, who wrote when the
events and scenes were vividly impressed upon their minds,
and before modern refinements had done away with that
directness of expression which marks their narratives.

Such details make, moreover, a far stronger impression
upon the memory than can be effected by a series of dry
generalities. 'We shall therefore refer the reader to the
historical portion of this work for most.of the information
which we shall attempt to convey.

In this, and in the ensuing chapter, we may frequently
speak of usages and characteristics, as belonging to a past
age, which are still to be observed among the more remote
Western tribes. The difficulty of always drawing the
distinction in a series of such general remarks as are here
submitted, must form our excuse for such seeming ana-
chronisms.

We notice in the Indian a remarkable gravity and
inpate dignity which leads him to avoid, with the most
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scrupulous care, all involuntary or impulsive expiession
of his feelings. This is not confined to the oeeasions
upon which he calls forth his powers of endurance in suf-
fering the most cruel torments with apparent insensibility
or even with exultation, but enters into all the acts of his
daily life. IIe betrays no unseemly curiosity or impa-
tience under circumstances that would naturally excite
both in the highest degree. Has he been long absent
from home on a war-path, or on a visit to cities of the
whites; has he learned some great and threatening dan-
ger, or has the intelligence reached him of the death of
those whom he most values; his conduct and method of
communicating his adventures or his information, are
governed by the same deliberation and immobility.
Returning half famished from an unsuccessful hunt, he
enters his wigwam, and sits down unquestioned, showing
no symptom of impatience for food. His wife prepares
his refreshment, and after smoking his pipe, and satisfying
his hunger, he volunteers an account of his experienee.
Catlin gives a striking description of the meeting between
a chief named Wi-jun-jon, who had just returned from ar
embassy to Washington, and his family. He landed from
the steamer at his home in the far West, “with a com-
plete suit en militaire, a colonel’s uniform of blue, pre-
sented to him by the president of the United States, with
a beaver hat and feather, with epaulettes of gold—with
sash and belt, and broadsword; with high-heeled boots—
with a keg of whiskey under his arm, and a blue umbrella
in his hand. In this plight and metamorphose, he took
his position on the bank amongst his friends—his wife
and other relations; not one of whom exhibited, for an
half hour or more, the least symptoms of recognition,
although they knew well who was before them.” The
conduct of the chief was of the same character, but, half
an hour afterwards, “a gradual, but cold and exceedingly
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formal recognition began to take place,” after which, all
went on as if he had never been absent.—This strange
demeanor does not, by any means, result from real indif-
ference, but from the supposed propriety of suppressing
any outbreak of emotion. No_doubt all the parties to
the scene above described, were in a state of the greatest
curiosity and excitement, and the family doubtless felt
the most exuberant joy at the réunion; but custom, or
their ideas of good taste, prohibited the exhibition of a
“scene.” Those who are best acquainted with the char-
acter of the Indians agree that with them the ties of fam-
ily affection are exceedingly strong and enduring. The
most touching descriptions are given of the manner in
which they mourn for the dead, and of the tender and
faithful remembrance of lost relatives that no length of
time seems to obliterate. Carver says, “I can assert that,
notwithstanding the apparent indifference with which an
Indian meets his wife and children after a long absence,
an indifference proceeding rather from custom than insen-
sibility, he is not unmindful of the claims either of con-
nubial or parental tenderness.”

The same author who had witnessed the most bloody
and savage scenes of Indian warfare, and who was familiar
with the cruelties and unrelenting spirit of revenge peculiar
to the race, candidly bears witness to their good qualities:

“No people,” he says, “can be more hospitable, kind,
and free. gh otk The honor of their tribe and the
welfare of their nation is the first and most predominant
emotion of their hearts; and from hence proceed in a great
measure all their virtues and their vices.  * P A
No seifish views ever influence their advice or obstruct
their consultations. % *  They are at once guided
by passions and appetites, which they hold in common
with the fiercest beasts that inhabit their woods, and are
possessed vf virtues which do honor to human nature.”
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The Indians are naturally taciturn, but fond of set
rpeeches.  Their oratory is of no mean order, and is dis-
tinguished for a pithiness, a quaintness, and occasionally a
vein of dry sarcasm, which have never been surpassed.
‘We have specimens of some of their orations, upon great
occasions, which are models of stirring eloquence, adorned
with metaphors and similes which breathe the true spirit
of poetry.

The most pleasing traits in the character of these strange
people are their reverence for age, their affection for their
children, their high notions of honor, and their keen sense
of justice. The great stigma upon the whole race is their
deliberate and systematic cruelty in the treatment of cap-
tives. It is hard to account for this, but it really appears,
upon investigation, to be rather a national custom, gradu-
ally reaching a climax, than to have arisen from any innate
love of inflicting.pain. It is perfectly certain that, if the
children of the most enlightened nation on earth should be
brought up in occasional familiarity with scenes like those
witnessed at the execution of a prisoner by the American
savages, they would experience no horror at the sight.
We need not seek farther than the history of religious and
political persecutions in Europe, or the cruelties practised
on reputed witches in our own country, to satisfy us that
the character of the Indians will suffer little by compari-
son with that of their contemporaries of our own race.

Among some of those nations which included an ex-
tensive confederacy, where a system of government had
become settled by usage, and the authority of the chief
had been strengthened by long submission to him and his
predecessors, an arbitrary monarchy seems to have pre-
vailed; but among the smaller tribes, the authority of the
chief was rather advisory than absolute. There was gen
erally a king who held hereditary office, and exercised
the powers of a civil governor by virtue of his descenf
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while to lead the warriors in battle, the bravest, most
redoubted, and sagacious of the tribe was elected. These
two chief offices were not unfrequently united in the
same person, when the lawful sachem, from a spirit of
emulation or from natural advantacres, showed himself
worthy of the position.

All matters of national interest were discussed at a sol-
emn council, consisting of the principal men of the tribe,
and at which great decorum and formality were observed,
As the debate proceeded, the whole conclave, whenever
a remark from the orator speaking excited their appro-
bation, would give expression to their approval by a gut-
tural ejaculation.

A natural instinct of retributive justice ordained that
the crime of murder should be punished by the hand of
the deceased person’s nearest relative. ~An interesting
incident, connected with this custom, is told in a notice of
the public life of the Hon. Pierre A Rost, of Louisiana,
given in the United States Law Magazine, for March, 1852.
e is here said to have been the first to suggest the pro-
priety of interference in these matters on the part of the
State Courts. In a drunken fray, an Indian had been
accidentally killed. “The relatives of the deceased were
absent at the time; but they soon heard of his death, and
came from the Indian territory to exact blood for blood
from the homicide. He was advised to flee, but would
not, and, in blind submission to the law of the red man,
agreed to deliver himself on a certain day to be shot.
The Court was then sitting, and Mr. Rost proposed to the
presiding judge to prevent the horrid sacrifice, by giving
the victim a fair trial by jury, many members of which
were known and respected by the relatives of the deceased,
and impressing upon the latter the necessity of abiding
by the verdict, whatever it might be.” This was done,
and every thing was conducted with due form and solemn-
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ity. The Indian witnesses gavethe most satisfactory
answers when questioned as to their ideas of the obliga-
tion of an oath, and, after a full hearing, the defendant
was acquitted. The decision was translated to the com-
plainants, and they were told that to kill the prisoner
would now be murder, and would subject them to the
penalties of that crime.

“Mr. Rost then rose, and stated to the Court that the
prosecutors had left their hunting-ground to come and
avenge the death of their relative, as it was their duty to
do; that justice had been done to the accused, but that
was not sufficient. Justice must also be done to the other
side; they must be indemnified for the inconvenience they
had been put to, and the loss they had sustained; and, as
the coffers of the treasury would not unlock at the bidding
of his honor, he moved that the bar, jury, and by-stand-
ers, contribute a sufficient amount to satisfy them. This
was done as soon as proposed, and the prosecutors declared
themselves satisfied.”

The institution of marriage among the American Indians
is by no means so restrictive a system as that adopted by
enlightened nations. It is for the most part dissoluble at
the pleasure of the parties, and polygamy is extensively
practised. As with other barbarous nations, the woman
is compelled to undergo the drudgery of daily labor,
while her lord and master lounges indolently about the
village, except at times when his energies are called forth
for hunting or war.. When once engaged in these pur-
suits. his fixedness of purpose, and the readiness with
which he will undergo the extremes of toil, exposure,
hunger, and privation, is marvellous.
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CHAPTER TII.

RELIGION OF THE INDIANS—THEIK WEAPONS, AND SYSTEM OF
WARFARE—THEIR LODGINGS, DRESS, ORNAMENTS, ETC.

“Yet simple nature to his hope has given,
Behind the cloud-topp’d hill an humbler heaven;
Some safer world, in depths of woods embraced,
Some happier island in the watery waste.”—PopE.

THE Indians, before receiving instruction from Kuro-
peans, generally believed in the existence of a Supreme
Deity, embodying a principle of universal benevolence,
and that to him their gratitude was due for all natural
benefits.

On the other hand, they stood in fear of a spirit of evil,
whose influence upon human affairs they considered as
being more direct and familiar. To this being, known
among many tribes as Hobamocko, much more assiduous
devotion was paid than to the Great Spirit, it being far
more essential in their view to deprecate the wrath of a
terrible enemy, than tc seek the favor of one already
perfecily well disposed towards his creatures. Besides
‘these two superior deities, a sort of fanciful mythology,
not unlike that of many ancient Eastern nations, invested
every notable object with its tutelary divinity, and bestowed
on each individual his guardian spirit.

A general idea that the good would be rewarded, and
the bad punished, was entertained.. Far away to the warm
South-west, a pleasant land was fabled, in which the hunter,
after death, should pursue his favorite employment, in the
midst of abundance, and a stranger for ever to want or
fear;

“Where everlasting Autumn lies
On yellow woods and sunny skies.”
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Their heaven was as far removed from the sensual para
dise of the Mahometans, as from the pure abstractions of
an enlightened religion. Ease, comfort, and a sufficiency
for the natural wants, seemed all-sufficient to these simple
children of nature, to render an eternity delightful.
The description handed down to us of the Indian pow-
wows or conjurers, and their medicine-men, derive an
* additional piquancy and interest from the fact, that those
who detail them were generally as superstitious as the
poor natives themselves. We might cite pages in which
the necromantic performances of the red men are spoken
of with all the pious horror that would naturally be excited
by what were considered the direct operations of the devil,
as displayed in the works of his children. Winslow,
taking occasion to explain the meaning of the word ¢ Pan-
iese,” often applied to notable warriors in New England,
says, “The Panieses are men of great courage and wis-
dome, and to these also the deuill appeareth more famili-
arly than to others, and, as we conceiue, maketh couenant
with them to preserue them from death by wounds with
arrowes, knives, hatchets, &ec.”

The works of the learned divine, Cotton Mather, are
filled with similar extravagancies.

These powwows, says Gookin, “are partly wizards and
witches, holding familiarity with Satan, that evil one; and
partly are physicians, and make use, at least in show, of
herbs and roots for curing the sick and diseased. These
are sent for by the sick and wounded; and by their dia-
bolical spells, mutterings, exorcisms, they seem to do won-
ders. They use extraordinary strange motions of their
bodies, insomuch that they sweat until they foam; and

“thus they continue for some hours together, stroking and
hovering over the sick.—These powwows are reputed,
and I conceive justly, to hold familiarity with the devil.”

Wherever the Indians have enjoyed free intercourse
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with the whites, they have been no less eager to adopt
than apt to acquire the use of their more efficacious
weapons. It is of the primitive instruments for offence
or defence that we shall now speak. Scattered over the
whole country, even at the present day, small triangular
bits of wrought flint, quartz, or other stone are turned up
by the plough, or seen lying on the surface of the ground.
These arrow-heads, with occasionally one of a larger size,
which might have served for a lance, a stone tomahawk,
a rude pestle, or the fragment ofa bowl of the same mate-
rial, constitute almost the only marks now visible, in the
thickly settled Eastern states, of the race that formerly
inhabited them. The opening of a tomb sometimes brings
to light other relics, and various specimens of native art
have been preserved among us from generation to gen-
eration, as curious relics of antiquity; but until we arrive
at the Western tumuli, (commencing at the state of New
York) we find but slight impressions upon soil at’ the
hands of the red men, and the few and simple articles to
which we have alluded, constitute the most important pro-
ductions of their skill, except those formed from a perish-
able material.

How the arrow and lance heads could have been attached
with any degree of firmness to the wood, seems almost
incomprehensible. Captain Smith describes a species of
glue which assisted in accomplishing this object, but the
shank or portion of the stone that entered the wood is in
some of the specimens so short and ill defined, that it seems
impossible that it should have been held firm in its place
by such means. The arrow-heads were chipped into shape,
presenting something the same surface as a gun-flint, while
the tomahawks and pestles, being of a less intractable
material, were ground smooth, and some of them were
highly polished. A handle was commonly affixed to the
“tom-hog” or tomahawk by inserting it in a split sapling,
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and waiting for the wood to grow firmly around it; after
which, it was cut off’ at the requisite length.

The Indian bow was shorter than that formerly used in
England, and was so stiff as to require great strength or
skill to bend it. It became a much more effective weapon
after the introduction of steel or iron arrow-heads, which
quickly superseded those of stone. Clubs, sometimes
armed with flints, with the bow and tomahawk, constitute
the principal weapon of the race. Daggers of flint or
bone, and shields of buffalo-hide, were in use among some
of the Western tribes.

Divided into innumerable petty nations, nearly the whole
Indian population lived in a state of insecurity, from the
constant hostility which prevailed between different tribes.
So strong a clannish spirit as they all exhibited has seldom
been noticed in any country, and the bitterest hatred was
inherited by every individual towards the members of an
unfriendly tribe. War, as in most nations, whether bar-
barous or enlightened, was ever esteemed the most honor-
able employment. The manner in which hostilities were
conducted will appear by a detail of some of the more
noted Indian wars, as given in the ensuing chapters of this
work. The whole was a system of stratagem and surprise;
a pitched battle in an open field was almost unknown, and
greater honor was ascribed to the chief who, by a night
attack, destroyed his enemies at a disadvantage, and
brought away their scalps in triumph, without loss to his
own people, than to deeds involving the greatest personal
exposure. The remorseless cruelty with which women
and children were destroyed in the heat of conflict, has
furnished a theme for many a tale of horror.

Previous to a declaration of war against another tribe,
the chief men and councillors of the nation were in the
habit of holding solemn consultations, accompanied by
numerous fantastic ceremonies. 'When fully resolved upon
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hostilities, the first step was to secure the assistance of as
many of the neighboring tribes as possible, for which
purpose ambassadors were sent, to set forth the advantages
of the union, and to cement a treaty by exchange of wam-
pum. When all was ready, a hatchet or other weapon,
painted red, was sent as an mtimation to the enemy of
what was in store. We are told that the reception of this
ominous token, frequently excited such rage in the minds
of those to whom it was sent; “that in the first transports of
their fury, a small party of them would issue forth, with-
out waiting for permission from the elder chiefs, and, slay-
ing the first of the offending nation they met, cut open the
body, and stick a hatchet, of the same kind as that they
bad just received, into the heart of their slaughtered foe.”

When, weary with the war, either party desired to ter-
minate hostilities, the message was sent under the protect-
ive influence of the calumet, or pipe of peace, which, like
a flag of truce among other nations, every where secured
the person of those who bore it. This pipe, so widely
celebrated, and of such universal use, was most elaborately
carved and bedecked. Each nation had its own peculiar
_style of ornament for this all-important symbol, which
was known to all the neighboring tribes. A solemn and
ceremonious smoking of the calumet, formed the token of
ratification to every treaty. When used at the conclusion
of a peace, the painted hatchet was buried in the ground,
and belts of wampum, so figured and arranged as to com-
memorate the essential articles of the pacific agreement,
were presented, to be kept as a perpetual memorial.

The treatment of captives exhibited the opposite ex-
tremes of cruelty and kindness. Greatly to the credit of
the race, it was observed that, in most instances, white
women who fell into their hands met with no outrage or
indignity. They were generally kindly treated, and every
respect was paid to their feelings. The men taken prison.
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ers of war, were either adopted to supply the place of those
who had fallen in battle—in which case they were to
undertake all the responsibilities, and were entitled to all
the privileges of the one in whose place they stood,—o1
they were solemnly devoted to death, by the most refined
and cruel torments that diabolical ingenuity could devise.

On such occasions, all his native powers of stoical endu-
rance were called forth on the part of the doomed warrior.
‘When told what was the fate before him, he would briefly
express his satisfaction; and when led to the stake, and sub-
jected to every torture, by fire and mutilation, he would
maintain a proud composure, recounting his exploits, and
the injuries which he had inflicted upon his tormentors
in former battles, taunting them with their unskilfulness
in the drt, and describing the superior manner in which
he and his friends had tortured their relatives. Not unfre-
quently the rage of the surrounding company would be
so excited by these expressions of contempt, and by their
inability to break the warrior’s spirit, that some of them
would rush upon him, and dispatch him at once by a blow
of the tomahawk.

The habitations and clothing of the Indians varied
greatly with the temperature of the climate. In the warm
regions of the South, a slight covering proved sufficient,
while to resist the severity of a New England winter very
efficient precautions were taken. The usual manner of
building their wigwams, was by fixing a row of poles
firmly in the ground, in the form of a circle, and then
bending and confining the tops together in the center. A
hole was left for the smoke of the fire to escape, at the
top of the cabin; every other part being warmly and
closely covered with matting. A tight sereen hung over
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the doorway, which was raised when any one entered, and
then allowed to fall into its place.

A species of matting was prepared by peecling the bark
from trees, and subjecting it, packed in layers, to a heavy
pressure. With this material, or with mats woven from
rushes, &c., the walls of the huts were so closely thatched,
as to effectually resist wind and weather. ,

Some of these wigwams were of great size, being from
fifty to a hundred feet in length, but. the generality were
of dimensions suitable to a single family. Their bedding
consisted of mattresses disposed in bunks attached to the
walls, or upon low movable couches. Bear and deer skins
furnished additional eovering. Their other furniture and
household utensils were simple in the extreme. Clay or |
earthern pots, wooden platters, bowls and spoons, and pails
ingeniously fashioned of birch bark, served their purpose
for cookery and the table. They were skilled in basket-
making.

In many of their towns and villages, the wigwams were
set in orderly rows, with an open space or court near the
centre; .while the whole was surrounded by a strong pali-
sade, having but one or two narrow entrances. For spir-
ited descriptions and sketches of the modern Indian towns
of the extreme West, the reader is referred to the valuable
works of Mr. George Catlin. In many respects it will be
perceived that old customs are still observed.

The clothing of the Indians consisted mostly of skins,
dressed with no little skill. Leggins of deer skins, with a
hand’s breadth of the material hanging loose at the side
seam, and often highly ornamented with fringe and
embroidery; moccasins of buck, elk, or buffalo skin; and
a garment of various fashion, from a simple cincture about
the loins, to a warm and ornamental mantle or coat, corn-
pleted the equipment of the men.

Very rarely, even in our own times, do we find Indians
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who are willing to submit to the restraining and incon-
venient dress of the whites. They have always been
accustomed to leave the thigh bare, and about the neck
they can endure none of the clumsy and disagreeable
bandages in such universal use among civilized nations.
“Those who wear shirts,” says Carver, “never make them
fast, either at the wrist or collar; this would be a most
insufferable confinement to them.”

The women wore a short frock, reaching to the knees;
their covering for the legs and feet were similar to that
worn by the men. In some portions of the country, very
beautiful specimens of ornamental mantles, covered with
neatly-arranged feathers, were seen and deseribed by early
writers. Colored porcupine quills were in general use,
both for stitching and ornamenting the clothing and other
equipments of the Indian.

A fondness for gay colors and gaudy ornaments has
ever been ‘conspicuous in the whole race. From pocone
and other roots, a brilliant red paint or dye was prepared,
with which and with other pigments—as charcoal, carths,
and extracts from the barks of certain trces—they pamted
their bodies, in different styles, either to make a terrible
impression on their enemies, or simply to bedeck themselves
in a becoming manner in the eyes of their friends. The
usual savage custom of wearing pendants at the ears was
common. The cartilage was frequently stretched and
enlarged by weights, and by winding it with brass wire,
until it nearly reached the shoulder. Tattooing was prac-
tised by some nations, but not so systematically, or to so
great an extent as has been observed among the savages
of warmer climates, where little clothing is worn.

One of the most noted species of ornament, which
answered all the purpose of a circulating medium among
the Eastern Indians, was wampum. This consisted of
small circular bits of sea-shell, smoothly ground and pol-




GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 33

ished, with a hole drilled through the centre of each, by
which it might be strung, or attached ornamentally to the
belt or other parts of the dress. The “qua-hog” or round
clam furnished the principal material for this coin, the
variegated purple portions of the shell being much the
most valuable. The great labor-in preparing it, was the
boring, which was effected by a sharp flint. When we
consider the slow nature of such a process, we can scarce
credit the accounts given of the immense quantities of
wampum that were procured by the white colonists, while
it retained its value, in exchange for European commodities,
or which weré exacted as tribute, in atonement for national
offences. /

“The wompompeague,” says Gookin, “is made princi-
pally by the Block Islanders and Long Island Indians.
Upeon the sandy flats and shores of those coasts the wilk
shells are found. With this wompompeague they pay
tribute, redeem captives, satisfy for murders and other
wrongs, purchase peace with their potent neighbors, as
oceasion requires; in a word, it answers all occasions with
them, as gold and silver doth with us. They delight much
in having and using knives, combs, scissors, hatchets, hoes,
guns, needles, awls, looking-glasses and such like necessa-
ries which they purchase of the English and Dutch with
their peague, and then sell them their peltry for their
wompeague.”

The principal articles of food used by the aborigines of
the present United States, were the products of the chase,
fish, beans, some species of squashes and pumpkins, and
maize or Indian Corn. Wild rice, growing in rich wet
land in the interior of the country, furnished a wholesome
and easily gathered supply of farinaceous food to the tribes
of the temperate portion of the United States. Shell fish
were a very important addition to the resources of those
who dwelt near the sea-coast, and in the interior, various

3
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species of wild roots, and certain nutritious bark supplied
the failure of the cultivated crop, and furnished the means
to eke out a subsistence when the hunt was unsuccessful
or the last year’s stores had been consumed before the sea-
son of harvest. .

To effect a clearing, and to secure a crop with such rude
implements of stone as they possessed, appears to us almost
an impracticable undertaking; but we are assured, by early
writers, that they obtained as large a yield from a given
spot of ground as can be produced by the assistance of
all modern conveniences and contrivances. Two dishes,
greatly in vogue among the Indians, have maintained their
popularity among their European successors. Green corn,
the ripening of which was celebrated by a national dance,
is sought as eagerly as when it supplied a grateful refresh-
ment to the red men, emaciated, as Smith describes them,
by the Spring diet of fish and roots. A preparation,
- denominated “Succotash,” consisting of maize, boiled with
beans, and flavored with fat bear’s meat, or fish, still
remains (with the substitution of pork for wild meats) a
favorite dish in New England. Carver says that, as pre-
pared by the natives, it was “beyond comparison delicious.”

It is singular that the use of milk should have been
entirely unknown before the advent of the whites, althouglr
there were various animals in the country from which it
might have been procured. This fact has been adduced
as a strong argument against the hypothesis, that immi-
grants from the nomadic tribes of Tartary have mingled
with the red race in comparatively modern times. If the
ferocity or wildness of the buffalo, deer, or elk, had at
first seemed to render their domestication impracticable,
| yet it is not probable that so important an article of sub-
sistence would have been not only disused, but entirely
forgotten, until many generations had passed away.

With the foregoing brief sketch of some of the more
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marked Indian traits and peculiarities, we will dismiss this
portion of our subject; and, dealing no more in generalities,
proceed to take up the history of various tribes and nations,
somewhat in the order of the dates of their first intercourse
with Europeans. We need make no apology for the
omission of many minor clans, or for avoiding that par
ticularity, in the delineation of private character, which
belongs rather to biography than to general history.
[
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CHAPTER L

UNITED STATES TERRITORY, ETC.

.

“But what are These, still standing in the midst?
The Earth has rocked beneathi; the Thunder-stone
Passed through and through, and left its traces there,
Yet still they stand as by some Unknown Charter!
Oh, they are Nature’s own! and, as allied
To the vast Mountains and the eternal Sea,
They want no written history; theirs a voice
For ever speaking to the heart of Man!”—RoGERs.

In the absence of any written record of those numerous
races which formerly peopled this hemisphere, information
must be sought in their monuments, and in the disinterred
relics of their ancient manner of life. These, considering
the almost unbroken wilderness which presented itself
to the first white adventurers, are surprisingly numerous.
They indicate the former existence of populous nations,
excelling in many of the arts of civilization, and capable,
by their numbers and combination, of executing the most
gigantic works for religion, public defence, and commen:.-
oration of the dead. Such relics, though, for the most part,
not immediately pertaining to the history of the Indian

_tribes, have supported the conjectures advanced by Hum-
boldt and other eminent cosmographers, that these races are
but the dwindled and degraded remains of once flourishing
and populous nations. The retrograde process to which
certain forms of incomplete civilization appear doomed, has
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perhaps been most strikingly exemplified in the difference
to be discovered between the feeble and scattered tribes
of the red race, and those powerful and populous com-
munities who occupied the soil before them.

"The relics of the former people, usually discovered on or
slightly beneath the surface of the ground, are of a rude
and simple character, differing little from the specimens
common among their descendants of the present day.
The flint arrow-head, chipped painfully into shape—the
stone tomahawk, knife, and chisel—the pipe, the rude pot-
tery and savage ornaments, are their only relics; and these
differ but little from the same articles still fabricated by
their successors.

Except among the Esquimaux, who occasionally use
stone, and who avail themselves of the arch and dome
in the construction of their snow huts, nothing like regular
architecture. can be assigned to the late or modern tribes
occupying this continent northward of Mexico. The
Indian tumuli, or mounds of burial, are generally small
and of simple construction. It has, however, been ration-
ally supposed that the force of religious custom, surviving
art and civilization, has preserved to the red tribes this
characteristic method of their forefathers; and that the
rude barrows, which they still erect, are but the puny and
dwindled descendants of those mighty mounds and ter-
raced pyramids which still rear their heads from the isth-
mus to the lakes, and from the shores of Florida to the
Mexican Cordilleras.

The origin of these and of other unquestionably ancient
remains, is to the antiquarian a question of the most lively
and perplexing interest. Ilere, in unknown ages and for
unknown periods, have existed wealth, power, and civil-
ization; yet the remains by which these are indicated seem
to furnish but a slight clue to the epoch and history of
their long-vanished constructors. Within the mounds and
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mural embankments scattered through a large portion of
this country, are found the remains of high mechanicai
and scientific art. Pottery, the most fragile of man’s
works, yet almost indestructible by time, still remains in
large quantities and in good preservation. In the com-
position and coloring of these articles, much chemical skill
is evinced; while in many cases, their grace of form and
perfection of finish rival the remains of Grecian or Etrus-
can art. Some of these ancient vessels are of immense
size; one, disinterred from a Western mound, being eight-
een’feet in length by six in breadth. Glass beads of rare
and elaborate construction have been found; stone orna-
ments, skilfully wrought, and brick, much resembling
that in modern use, have been often discovered.

Metallic remains are frequent. Copper, used both for
weapons and for ornament, has often been found, and occa-
sionally specimens, plated with silver, have been disinter-
red. At an ancient mound in Marietta, a silver cup
finely gilt on the inside, was exposed to view by the wash-
ing of a stream. It has been often questioned whether
the use of iron was known to these aboriginal races; but
except the occasional presence of rust in the excavations,
little has been ascertained with certainty—the perishable
nature of that metal peculiarly exposing it to the destroy-
ing influence of time and dampness.

Inseriptions upon rocks, mostly of a hieroglyphic char-
acter, are numerous; and on the walls of several caverns
in the west, some extraordinary specimens may be seen.
In the same gloomy receptacles have been found numbers
of a species of mummy, most carefully prepared, and
beautifully covered with colored feathers, symmetrically
arranged. Stone coffins and burial urns of great beauty

have also been disinhumed from the Western mounds.

B
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MOUNDS AND FORTIFICATIONS,

sk * * o Are they here—

'T'he dead of other days?—And did the dust

Of these fair solitudes once stir with life,

And burn with passion?—Let the mighty mounds

That overlook the rivers, or that rise

In the dim forest, crowded with old oaks,

Answer. A race that long has passed away

Built them; a disciplined and populous race

Heaped, with Jong toil, the earth, while yet the Gréek

Was hewing the Pentelicus to forms

Of symmetry, and rearing on its rock

The glittering Parthenon. These ample fields

Nourished their harvests; here their herds were fed,

When haply by their stalls the bison lowed,

And bowed his maned shoulder to the yoke.”
BryanT.

THE mural remains, in the United States alone, are of
almost incredible number, and of most imposing magnitude. -
It has been asserted by an accurate western antiquarian—
“T should not exaggerate if I were to say that more than
five thousand might be found, some of*them enclosing :
more than a hundred acres.” The mounds and tumuli, -
he remarks, are far more numerous. Professor Rafinesque -
ascertained the existence of more than five hundred ancient
monuments in Kentucky alone, and fourteen hundred in
other states, most of which he had personally examined.
These remains appear most numerous in the vicinity of
the Mississippi and its tributaries, and near the great lakes
and the rivers which flow into them. A striking proof
of their immense antiquity is to be found in the fact that
the latter stand upon the ancient margin of the lakes, from
. which, in some immemorial age, their waters are known
to have receded.

It is remarkable that these peculiar works of antiquity
tow:h the ocean only in Florida at the southern extremity
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of the Atlantic coast; and their greater number and mag-
nitude in the south and west seems to fortify the supposi-
tion that their founders came originally from Mexico, and
were, perhaps, a people identical with the builders of Cho-
lula and Teotihuacan.

The extent of some of these works is extraordinary.
In New York, (where at least a hundred of them have been
surveyed) in the county of Onondaga, formerly existed
the remains of a fortification enclosing more than five
hundred acres. Three circular forts, disposed as a trian-
gle, and situated about eight miles distant from each other,
served as its outworks. In many of these fortified places,
considerable military skill is evinced; angles, bastions,’
and curtains, being frequently traceable. “Though much
defaced by time,” says a traveller, of the entrenchments
near lake Pepin, “every angle was distinguishable, and
appeared as regular, and fashioned with as much military
skill, as if planned by Vauban himself.”

Some of the most remarkable of these works have been
discovered in Georgia. On the banks of the Little River,
near Wrightsborough, are found the remnants of “a stu-
pendous conical pyramid, vast tetragon terraces, and a
large sunken or excavated area of a cubical form, encom-
passed with banks of earth, and also the remains of an
* extensive town.” Other and similar structures occur in
the same region. On the Savannah, among other extensive
remains, is a conical mound, truncated, fifty feet in height,
and eight hundred in circumference at its base. In other
portions of the same region are found excavations, and
vast quadrangular terraces. Florida abounds in vestiges
of a similar nature.

At the west, these remains assume a much more perma-
nent and imposing character. On a branch of the Musk-
ingum river, in Ohio, a series of entrenchments and mounds,
two miles in length, and of great solidity of structure, is
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found to exist. In Licking county, a most extensive range
of fortifications, embracing or protecting an extent of sev-
eral miles, has been traced.

At Circleville, in the same state, were found two exten-
sive earthen enclosures, one an exact circle, and the othe:
a correct square, corresponding precisely to the eardinal
points of the compass; and a mound ninety feet in height.
In most of these and other similar ruins, stone was used,
though to a limited extent. Parallel walls, communicating
with the water, sometimes at a distance of several miles,
are features common to many of these structures. Farther
west, the extensive use of brick in constructing similar
edifices has been ascertained; and an arched sewer, con-
structed of stone, indicates a knowledge of architecture far
superior to that possessed by most semi-civilized nations.

In Missouri, and other regions of the west, the remains
of stone buildings have been frequently discovered—in
one instance, those of a town, regularly laid out in streets
and squares. Upon the Missouri and Arkansas rivers,
some of the most extensive fortified works are found. In
one of these, on the latter river, are two immense mounds,
truncated, each eighty feet high, and one thousand in cir-
cumference at the base.

These gigantic mounds are among the ‘most interesting
and thickly scattered relics of the vanished races. Many
of them are tumuli, or sepulchres of the dead, others were
connected with the defensive fortifications, and others, of
the grandest and most imposing aspect, were probably huge
altars of idolatrous worship.* In general, these ancient
mounds may be distinguished from those of the Indians
by their greater size, and still more certainly by the nature
of their contents. Some of these latter have already been
described. Besides utensils of lead, silver, and copper, the

* The usual material employed in their construction is earth, though
occasionally they have been built of stone,
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oxydized remains of iron have been found. Mica mirrors
of various sizes, with a variety of marine shells, are among
the deposits. :

The practice of burning the dead appears to have been
common. Masses of ashes and charcoal are often found
mixed with incinerated bones. In Fairfield county, Ohio,
a huge earthern-ware caldron, placed upon a furnace, was
disinterred. It was eighteen feet long by six broad; and
contained the skeletons of twelve persons, besides various
articles, which had been buried with them. They were
in a large mound, fifteen feet below the surface of the earth.

In the great mound at Circleville, an immense number
of skeletons were found, all laid with their heads toward
the centre.

In Illinois, nearly opposite St. Louis, within the circuit
of a few miles, are more than an hundred and fifty mounds,
some of extraordinary size. One of them, formerly occu-
pied by monks of the Order of La Trappe, is ninety feet
in height and nearly half a mile in circumference. It is
a remarkable circumstance that the soil of which these
huge cones are constructed, must occasionally have been
brought from a great distance.* The occasional exist-
ence of terraces or stages of ascent would seem to indi-
cate a similarity of origin with the pyramidal structures
of Mexico.

Indeed, it is difficult to suppose that the authors of these
extensive remains could have had other than a south-west-
ern origin. All are ancient in the extreme; yet probably
they were erected by successive races, and the most ven-
erable antiquity seems attached to the forest-covered
mounds of the West.

Mr. Bradford, in his interesting Researches into the Ori-
gin of the Red Race, (from which many of the foregoing

* Many others of great size, varying somewhat in form, yet all evineing
a striking similarity in construction, might be described.
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facts have been drawn,) adopts with safety the following
conclusions in regard to the ancient occupants of our soil.
. “That they were all of the same origin, branches of
the same race, and possessed of similar customs and insti-
tutions.
“That they were populous, and occupied a great
extent of territory.

8. “That théy had arrived at a considerable degree of
civilization, were associated in large communities, and lived
in extensive cities.

4. “That they possessed the use of many of the metals,
such as lead, copper, gold, and silver, and probably the
art of working in them.

5. “That they sculptured, in stone, and sometimes used
that material in the construction of their edifices.

6. That they had the knowledge of the arch of receding
steps; of the art of pottery,—producing urns and utensils
formed with taste, and constructed upon the principles of
chernical composition; and of the art of brick-making.

7. “That they worked the salt springs, and manufactured
that substance.

8. “That they were an agricultural people, living under
the influence and protection of regular formsof government.

9. “That they possessed a decided system of religion,
and a mythology connected with astronomy, which, with
its sister science, geometry, was in the hands of the
priesthood.

10. “That they were skilled in the art of fortification.

11. “That the epoch of their original settlement, in the
United States, is of great antiquity; and,

Lastly, “That the only indications of their origin, to be
gathered from the locahty of their rumed monuments,
point toward Mexico.”
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CHAPTER II.
ANTIQUITIES OF MEXICO, ETC.

“They stand between the mountains and the sea;
Awful memorials, but of whom we know not!
—Time was they stood along the crowded street,
Temples of Gods!”—RocERs.

THE South-western regions of North America present a
most extensive and interesting field for antiquarian research.
The long-continued existence of powerful, civilized, and
populous races is fully proved by the occurrence of almost
innumerable ruins and national relics. Even in the six-
teenth century, the Spanish invaders found these regions
in the possession of a highly-prosperous and partially-
civilized people. Government and social institutions were
upon that firm and well-defined basis which betokened
long continuance and strong national sentiment. In many
of the arts and sciences, the subjugated races were equal,
and in others superior, to their Christian conquerors.
Their public edifices and internal improvements were on
as high a scale, and of as scientific a character, as those
of most European nations of the day.

The fanatical zeal of Cortez and his successors destroyed
invaluable records of their history and nationality; and
many of their most splendid edifices fell before the ravages
of war and bigotry; yet numerous structures still exist,
though in ruins, attesting the art and industry of their
founders. Pyramids, in great numbers, still rear their
terraced and truncated surfaces through the land. In the
first fury of the conquest, the great Teocalli, or Temple
of the city of Mexico, was levelled to the ground, and
we can only learn by the description of its destroyers, with
what pomp and ceremony the Mexicans celebrated on its
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summit the rites of their sanguinary worship. The colos-
sal figures of the sun and moon, covered with plates of
gold, the hideous stone of sacrifice, and the terrible sound
of the great war-drum, are mingled with strange fascina-
tion of description in the pages of the early chroniclers.

In the city of Tezcuco, which is'said to have contained
an hundred and forty thousand houses, are the remains of
a great pyramid, built of large masses of basalt, finely
polished and curiously sculptured in hieroglyphics. Other
similar edifices in the neighborhood are composed of
brick. The enormous structure of Cholula, covering a
surface twice larger than the great Egyptian pyramid, but
truncated at half its altitude, still, in its ruins, excites the
admiration of travellers.

A still more extraordinary effort of semi-civilized indus-
try is to be found in the celebrated Xochicalco, or “House
of Flowers,” situated on the plain of Cuernavaca, more
than a mile above the level of the sea. It appears to be
a natural hill, shaped in a pyramidal form by human labor,
and divided into four terraces. It is between three and
four hundred feet in height, and nearly three miles in cir-
cumference. :

Eight leagues from the city of Mexico are the two cele-
brated pyramids of Teotihuacan, sacred, according to tra-
dition, to the deified sun and moon. The larger has a
base nearly seven hundred feet in length, and is an hun-
dred and eighty feet in height. They are faced with stone,
and covered with a durable cement These pyramidal
structures may be estimated by thousands in the South-
western provinces of this continent.

The ruins of ancient cities, in the same region, are
extremely numerous, and every thing evinces the former
existence of aswarming and industrious population. In
Tezcuco and its vicinity are the remains of very magnifi- -
cent buildings and aqueducts. At Mitlan, in the district
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of Zapoteca, occur specimens of architecture of the most
imposing character. Six porphyry columns, each nine-
teen feet in height, and of a single stone, decorated the
interior of the principal building. Elaborate Mosaic work
and illustrative paintings abound, strongly resembling
some of the classical antiquities.

~ The ruins of Palenque, in Chiapa, are among the most
extensive and remarkable. Here formerly stood a great
city, the remains of which can be traced, it is said, over a
space six or seven leagues in circumference. Much elab-
orate sculpture, exhibiting curious historical reliefs, is dis-
covered in the forsaken apartments of the ancient palaces
and temples. These represent human sacrifices, dances,
devotion, and other national customs. The richly-carved
figure of a cross excites surprise and speculation—the
same emblem having been discovered elsewhere, as well
as in Northern America.

Many surprising remains, both of erection and excava-
tion, are to be found near Villa Nueva, in the province of
Zacatecas. A rocky mountain has been cut into terraces,
and extensive ruins of pyramids, causeways, quadrangu-
lar enclosures, and massive walls are still standing.

At Copan, in Honduras, among many other remarkable
works, are found numerous stone obelisks, of little height,
covered with hieroglyphical representations. The relics
of a fantastic idolatry are frequent. ‘Monstrous figures
are found amongst the ruins; one represents the colossal
head of an alligator, having in its jaws a figure with a
human face, but the paws of an animal; another monster
has the appearance of a gigantic toad in an erect pos-
ture, with human arms and tiger's claws.” At the time of
the Spanish conquest, Copan was still a large and popu-
lous city. It is now utterly deserted.

The extensive ruins of Uxmal or Itzlan, in Yuecatan,
nave been, ever since the memory of man, overgrown with
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an ancient forest. At this place is a large court, paved
entirely with the figures of tortoises, beautifully carved
in relief. This curious pavement consists of more than
forty-three thousand of these reptiles, much worn, though
cut upon very hard stone. A large pyramid and temple
are still standing, containing some elegant statues, and,
it is supposed, the representation of the eleptant. Greas
mathematical accuracy and adhesion to the cardinal points
sdistinguish the relics of this city.

Many other extraordinary remains might be cited. The
works of the Mexican nation, such as it was found by the
Spaniards, were of a massive and enduring character.
Extensive walls, designed for a defence against foreign
enemies; large public granaries and baths, with admir-
able roads and aqueducts, evinced a degree of power and
enlightenment to which the colored races have seldom
attained.

Sculpture and elaborate carving were favorite occupa-
tions of the Mexicans, as well as of their forefathers, or
the races which preceded them. The famous Stone of
Sacrifice, the Calendar of Montezuma, and the hideous
idol Teoyamique, all still preserved, attest the grotesque-
ness and elaborate fancy of their designs. Tle latter
image, as described by a traveller, “is hewn out of one
solid block of basalt, nine feet high. Its outlines give an
idea of a deformed human figure, uniting all that 1s ter-
rible in the tiger and rattle-snake. Instead of arms, it is
supplied with two large serpents, and its drapery is com-
posed of wreathed snakes, interwoven in the most disgust-
ing manner, and the sides terminating in the wings of a
vuiture. Its feet are those of a tiger, and between them
lies the head of another rattle-snake, which seems descend-
ing from the body of the idol. For decorations, it has a
large necklace composed of human hearts, hands and
skulls, and it has evidently been painted originally in
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natural colors.” Other figures of the deified rattle-snake
have been discovered. '

Great skill existed in the art of pottery, and many ves-
sels of exquisite design and finish have been disinterred:

The hieroglyphical paintings and manuscripts of the
Mexicans were, with few exceptions, destroyed by their
fanatical conquerors. Some choice specimens, however,
M1l exist; principally exhibiting the migrations of the
Aztecs, their wars, their religious ceremonies, and the
genealogy of their sovereigns. Almanacs and other cal-
endars of an astronomical nature have been preserved.
The material of the manuscript consists of the skins of
animals, or of a kind of vegetable paper, formed in a man-
ner similar to the Egyptian papyrus.

Of the numerous cities and temples, whose remains are
so abundant, many were, doubtless, erected by the Aztec
people, whom Cortez found so numerous and flourishing,
or by their immediate ancestors. Others were, probably,
constructed at a remote age, and by a people who had at an
early period migrated to these regions. A certain resem-
blance, however, appears to pervade them all. The pre-
sence of enormous pyramids and quadrangles, the peculiar
construction of causeways and aqueducts, and the great
similarity in mythological representation, appear to indi-
cate that their founders were originally of a common stock,
and all of certain national prepossessions.
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CHAPTER IIL
ANTIQUITIES OF SOUTH AMERICA.

“x % * We are but where we were,
Still wandering in a City of the Dead!”
RoGERs.

AT the Spanish discovery, South America, like the
Northern continent, was, in a great portion, peopled by
half-savage tribes, resembling the Indians of our own
country. Some powerful and parmally-clwhzed kmrrdoms,
however, yet survived, and of these, the empire of the
Peruvian Incas was the first. Under the sway of these
powerful sovereigns was comprehended an extensive dis-
trict, lying along the Pacific coast for many hundreds of
" miles. Other nations, in their vicinity, of whose history
we are ignorant, also possessed a considerable share of
power and independent government.

The antiquities of these regions, so similar to those of
the Northern continent, appear to prove a similarity of
origin in their founders. .Very numerous mounds occur,
some of them two hundred feet in height, and containing
relics of the dead. Urns of fine construction, and human
bodies interred in a sitting posture have been excavated.
Embalming has evidently been extensively practised, and
in many instances the arid nature of the soil, without this
precaution, has preserved the bodies of its ancient inhabit-
tants, Caverns appear to have been frequently adopted
as cemeteries. In one of these, six hundred skeletons
were found, bent double, and regularly arranged in bask-
ets. Stone tombs, of a very massive construction, have
also been disinhumed.

In these mounds and graves are found a great variety
of ancient implements, of gold, copper, and stone. Exqui-
site carvings in stone, and jewels evincing great skill in

4




50 INDIAN RACES OF AMERICA.

the lapidary, have been discovered. The idols of gold
and copper are often of singular construction, being formed
of thin plates of metal hammered into their respective
shapes, without a single seam. Stone mirrors and vases
of marble, weapons, domestic utensils, cotton cloth of fine
texture, and the implements of ancient mining, have also
been frequently brought to light.

The system of ancient agriculture and of artificial irri-
gation appears to have been extremely ingenious, and well
adapted to the nature of the soil and climate, reminding
us strongly of the Chinese industry in effecting similar
objects. The steepest mountains were laid out in terraces,
and aqueducts of the most solid and durable construction
conveyed water for domestic uses and the fertilization of
land. In some instances, the pipes of these aqueducts were
of gold—a circumstance which excited the cupidity of the
Spaniards, and contributed to their destruction.

The public roads and causeways laid out by this ancient

-people, may justly compete with the most celebrated works
of the same kind in the old world. Their Cyclopean archi-
tecture, and the ingenuity with which the greatest natural
difficulties have been overcome, excite the admiration of
travellers and inquirers. “We were surprised,” says Hum-
boldt, “to find at this place (Assuay), and at heights which
greatly surpass the top of the Peak of Teneriffe, the mag-
nificent remains of a road constructed by the Incas of
Peru. This causeway, lined with freestone, may be com-
pared to the finest Roman roads I have seen, in Italy,
France or Spain. It is perfectly straight, and keeps the
same direction for six or eight thousand metres. We
observed the continuation of this road near Caxamarca, |
one hundred and twenty leagues to the south of Assuay,
and it is believed, in the country, that it led as far as the
city of Cuzco.” When complete, it extended from Cuzco
to Quito, a distance of five hundred leagues.
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“One of these great roads passed through the plains
near the sea, and the other over the mountains in the inte-
rior. Augustin de Carate says that for the construction
of the road over the mountains, they were compelled to
cut away rocks, and to fill up chasms, often from ninety
to one hundred and twenty feet- deep, and that when it
was first made, it was so plain and level, that a carriage
might easily pass over it; and of the other, which pursued
a less difficult route, that it was forty feet wide, and as
it was carried through valleys, in order to avoid the
trouble of rising and descending, it was constructed upon
a high embankment of earth.”*

The ruins of many edifices, all of massive construction,
and all bearing the marks of similarity of origin, are scat-
tered throughout a great expanse of country. In the
ancient city of Tiahuanaco, built before the days of the
Incas, the architecture appears to have been of the most
massive character, reminding us of the Cyclopean struc-
tures at Baalbec and Mycenz. Immense porches and
doorways, each formed of a single stone, and supported
on masses of similar magnitude, struck the early travel-
lers with astonishment. In Cuzco, the city of the Incas,
are many remains of a singular character. The walls are
built of stones of great dimensions, and, though of many
angles, fitted so accurately that the interstices can scarcely
be seen. On a round mountain near Caxamarca, are the
extensive ruins of a city, built in terraces, and constructed
of such enormous stones, that a single slab often forms the
entire side of an apartment. Above these circular terraces,
seven in number, appear the remains of a great fortress
or palace. Many cities of a similar construction have been
discovered. In some instances, pointed or bell-shaped roofs,
composed of stones laid in cement, have been remarked.

* Bradford’s Origin and History of the Red Race.
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Some of the ruins are constructed of unburnt brick, exceed-
ingly hardened by the sun.

Many sculptures, evincing great skill and delicacy, still
exist. These are the more remarkable when it is consid-
ered that the chief instruments of the ancient inhabitants
were, probably, for the most part, composed only of hard
ened copper. Of this material, their weapons, often of
exquisite manufacture, were composed. Far to the north-
ward, beyond the dominion of the Incas, inscriptions and
figures may be found sculptured on the rocks. “On the
" banks of the Orinoco and in various parts of Guiana, there
are rude figures traced upon granite and other hard stones,
some of them, like those in the United States, cut at an
immense height upon the face of perpendicular rocks,
They represent the sun and moon, tigers, crocodiles and
snakes, and occasionally they appear to be hieroglyphical
figures and regular characters.”

The surprising number of these ruins and relics, and
the great space over which they extend, indicate the exist-
ence, for many ages, of a people possessing all the power
which regular government, settled institutions, and national
character can give. “In examining,” says Mr. Bradford,
“the line of civilization, as indicated at present by these
ancient remains, which is found to commence on the plains
of Varinas, and to extend thence to the ruins of the stone
edifices, which were observed about the middle of the last
century, on the road over the Andes, in the province of
Cujo, in Chili, or to the road described by the Jesuit
Imonsff, or to the ancient aqueducts upon the banks of
the river Maypocho, in south latitude thirty-three degrees,
gixteen minutes; we are surprised to discover a continuous,
unbroken chain of these relics of aboriginal civilization.
Reverting to the epoch of their construction, we are pre-
sented with the astonishing spectacle of a great race cul-
tivating the earth, and possessing many of the arts diffused
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at an early period through an immense territory, three
thousand miles in extent. Even up to the time of the
discovery, most of this vast region was occupied by pop-
ulous tribes, who were dependent upon agriculture for
subsistence, were clothed, and in the enjoyment of regular
systems of religion, and their own peculiar forms of gov-
ernment. From conquest, and various causes, some sov-
ercignties had increased more rapidly than others; but
still, whether we are guided by the testimony of the Span-
ish invaders, or by the internal evidence yet existent in
the ancient ruins, it is impossible not to trace, alike in
their manners, customs, and physical appearance, and in
the general similitude observable in the character of their
monurnents, that they were all members of the same fam-
ily of the human race, and probably of identical origin.”




TIHE ABORIGINES OF MEXICO.

CHAPTER I.

GENERAL REMARKS—EXPEDITION OF GRIJALVA—
HERNANDO CORTEZ.

Lo * * The Race of Yore;
How are they blotted from the things that be!”
ScorT.

THE kingdoms of New Spain, as Central America and
the adjoining country were first called, presented a far dif-
ferent aspect, when first discovered by Europeans, from
, that of the vast and inhospitable wilderness at the North
and East. Instead of an unbroken forest, thinly inhabited
by roving savages, here were seen large and well-built
cities, a people of gentler mood and more refined manners,
and an advancement in the useful arts which removed the
inhabitants as far from their rude neighbors, in the scale
of civilization, as they themselves were excelled by the
nations of Europe.

When first discovered and explored by Europeans, Mex-
ico was a kingdom of great extent and power. Monte-
zuma, chronicled as the eleventh, in regular succession, of
the Aztec monarchs, held supreme authority. His domin-
ions extended from near the isthmus of Darien, to the
undefined country of the Ottomies and Chichimecas, rude
nations living in a barbarous state among the mountains
of the North. His name signified “the surly (or grave)
Prince,” a title justified by the solemn and ceremonious
homage which he constantly exacted.
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HERNANDO CORTETZ.

FROM AN ORIGINAL PORTRAIT BY TITIAN.
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‘When the Spaniards first appeared on the coast, the
natural terror excited by such unheard-of conquerors was
infinitely heightened by divers portents and omens, which
the magicians and necromancers of the king construed as
warnings of great and disastrous revolutions. This occa-
sioned that strange, weak, and vacillating policy, which,
as we shall hereafter see, he adopted towards Cortez.
Comets, conflagrations, overflows, monsters, dreams, and
visions, were constantly brought to the notice of the royal
council, and inferences were drawn therefrom as to the
wisest course to be pursued.

The national character, religion and customs of the Mex-
icans presented stranger anomalies than have ever been
witnessed in any nation on the earth. They entertained
abstract ideas of right and wrong, with systems of ethics
and social proprieties, which, for truth and purity, com-
pare favorably with the most enlightened doctrines of civ-
ilized nations, while, at the same time, the custom of
human sacrifice was carried to a scarcely credible extent,
and accompanied by circumstances of cruelty, filthiness
and canhibalism, more loathsome than ever elsewhere
disgraced the most barbarous of nations.

A vast amount of labor and research has been expended
in efforts to arrive at some satisfactory conclusion as to the
causes which led to the Mexican superiority in the arts of
civilization over the other inhabitants of the New World.
Analogies, so strong as to leave little doubt upon the mind
that they must be more than coincidences, were found, on
the first discovery of the country, between the traditions,
religious exercises, sculpture, and language of the inhab-
itants of Central America, and those of various nations in
the Old World. Notwithstanding this, the great distinct-
ive difference in the bodily conformation of all natives of
the Western Continent, from the people of the Kast, proves
sufficiently that, previous to the Spanish discoveries, the
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time elapsed since any direct communication could have
existed between the two, must have been very great. The
obvious antiquity of the architectural remains carries us
back to a most remote era: some maintain that portions
of these must have been standing for as many centuries
as the great pyramids of Egypt, while others refer them to
a much later origin. The pernicious habit of first adopting
a theory, and then searching for such facts only as tend to
support it, was never more forcibly exemplified than in the
variant hypotheses as to the origin of Mexican civilization.

The valley and country of Anahuac, or Mexico, was
successively peopled, according to tradition and the evi-
dence of ancient hieroglyphics, by the Toltecs, the Chi-
chimecas, and the Nahuatlacas, of which last-mentioned
people, the Aztecs, who finally obtained the ascendancy,
formed the principal tribe. These immigrations were from
some indeterminate region at the north, and appear to
have been the result of a gradual progression southward,
as traces of the peculiar architectural structures of the
Mexican nations are to be found stretching throughout the
country between the Rocky Mountains and the sta, as far
north as the Gila and Colorado.

The periods of these several arrivals in Anahuac are
set down as follows. That of the Toltecs, about the mid-
dle of the seventh century, and of the rude Chichimecas,
the year 1070. The Nahuatlacas commenced their migra-
tions about 1170, and the Aztecs, separating themselves
from the rest of the nation, founded the ancient city of
Mexico in the year 1325,

The tale of cruelties, oppressions, and wholesale destruc-
tion attendant upon the Spanish invasion and conquest,
is a long one, and can be here but briefly epitomized; but
enough will be given to leave, as far as practicable, a just
impression of the real condition of these primitive nations,
and the more marked outlines of their history.
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In the early part of the sixteenth century, the eastern
shore of Mexico and Central America had been explored
by Spanish navigators; and Vasco Nugnez de Balboa, led
by the ordinary attraction—tales of a country rich in gold
and silver—had, in September, 1513, crossed the isthmus
to the great and unknown ocean of the West. The con-
dition and character of the natives was but little noticed
by these early explorers, and no motives of policy or human-
ity restrained them from treating those they met as caprice
or fanaticism might dictate. Balboa is indeed spoken of
as inclined to more humane courses in his intercourse with
the natives than many of his contemporaries, but even he
showed himself by no means scrupulous in the means by
which he forced his way through the country, and lev1ed
contributions upon the native chlefs

The mind of the Spanish nation was at last aroused

and inflamed by accounts of the wealth and power of the

great country open to adventure in New Spain, and plans
were laid to undertake some more notable possession in
those regions than had yet resulted from the unsucecessful
and petty attempts at colonization upon the coast.

Diego Valasquez, governor of Cuba, as lieutenant to
Diego Colon, son and successor of the great admiral, sent
an expedition, under command of Juan de Grijalva, to
Yucatan and the adjoining coast, in April of the year 1518.
After revenging former injuries received from the natives
of Yucatan, the party sailed westward, and entered the
river of Tobasco, where some intercourse and petty traffic
was carried on with the Indians. The natives were filled
with wonder at the “Make of the Ships, and difference of
the Men and Hakbits,” on their first appearance, and “stood
without Motion, as deprived of the use of their Hands by
the Astonishment under which their Eyes had brought
tham.”

"The usual propositions were made by the Spanish com-
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manider, of submission to the great and mighty Prince of
the HEast, whose subject he professed to be; but “they heara
his proposition with the marks of a disagreeable attention,”
and, not unnaturally, made answer that the proposal to
form a peace which should entail servitude upon them was
strange indeed, adding that it would be well to inquire
whether their present king was a ruler whom they loved
before proposmg a new one. -

Still pursuing a westerly course along the coast, Gri-
jalva gained the first intelligence received by the Span-
iards of the Emperor Montezuma. At a small island
were found the first bloody tokens of the barbarous reli-
gious rites of the natives. In a “House of Lime and
Stone” were “several Idols of a horrible Figure, and a
more horrible worship paid to them; for, near the Steps
where they were placed, were the carkasses of six or
seven men, newly sacrificed, cut to pieces, and their
Entrails laid open.”

Reaching a low sandy isle, still farther to the westward,
on the day of St. John the Baptist, the Spaniards named
the place San Juan, and from their coupling with this
title a word caught from an Indian seed there, resulted
the name of San Juan de Ulloa, bestowed upon the site
of the present great fortress. No settlement was attempted,
and Grijalva returned to Cuba, carrying with him many
samples of native ingenuity, and of the wealth of the
country, in the shape of rude figures of lizards, birds, and
other trifles, wrought in gold imperfectly refined.

The Cuban governor, Velasquez, determined to pursue
discoveries and conquest at the west, and appointed Her-
nando Cortez, a Spanish cavalier, resident upon the island,
to command the new expedition. That the reader may
judge what strange contradictions may exist in the char-
acter of the same individual; how generosity and cupid-
ity; mildness and ferocity; cruelty and kindness, may be

’
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combined, let him compare the after conduct of this cele-
brated hero with his character as sketched by the historian,

“Cortez was well made, and of an agreeable counte-
nance; and, besides those common natural Endowments,
he was of a temper which rendered him very amiable;
for he always spoke well of the absent, and was pleasant
and discreet in his Conversation. His Generosity was
such that his Friends partook of all he had, without being
suffer’d by him to publish their Obligations.”

In the words of the poet, he

S % * ‘Was one in whom
Adventure, and endurance, and emprise
Exalted the mind’s faculties, and strung
The body’s sinews. Brave he was in fight,
Courteous in banquet, scornful of repose,
And bountiful, and cruel, and devout.”

Hidalgos of family and wealth crowded eagerly to join
the fortunes of the bold and popular leader. *Nothing
was to be seen or spoken of,” says Bernal Diaz, “but sell-
ing lands to purchase arms and horses, quilting coats of
mail, making bread, and salting pork for sea store.”

From St. Jago the fleet sailed to Trinidad on the south-
ern coast, where the force was increased by a considerable
number of men, and thence round Cape Antonio to
Havana. From the latter port the flotilla got under
weigh on the 10th of February, 1519. It consisted of a
brigantine and ten other small vessels, whose motley crews
are thus enumerated: “five hundred and eight Soldiers,
sixteen Horse; and of Mechanics, Pilots, and Marriners,
an hundred and nine more, besides two Chaplains, the
Licentiate Juan Diaz, and Father Bartholomew De Olmedo,
a Regular of the Order of our Lady de la Merced.” The
missile weapons of the party were muskets, cross-bows,
falconets, and ten small field pieces of brass. The color,

.
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quality, and condition of each of the horses is described
with great particularity. y

The first land made was the island of Cozumel, off the
coast of Yucatan. One of the vessels reached the island
two days before the rest; and finding the habitations of the
natives abandoned, the Spaniards ranged the country, and
plundered their huts and temple, carrying off divers small
gold images, together with clothes and provisions.

Cortez, on hi¢ arrival, strongly reprehended these pro-
ceedings, and, liberating three Indians who had been
taken prisoners, sent them to seek out their friends, and
explain to them his friendly intentions. Their confidence
was perfectly restored by this act, and by the restoration
of the stolen property; so that the next day, the chief
came with his people to the camp, and mingled with the
Spaniards on the most friendly terms.

No farther violence was offered to them or their prop-
erty during the stay of the Spaniards, except that these
' zealous reformers seized the idols in the temple, and roll- |
ing them ‘down the steps, built an altar, and placed an
image of the Virgin upon it, erecting a wooden crucifix
hard by. The holy father, Juan Diaz, then said Mass, to
the great edification of the wondering natives.

This temple was a well-built edifice of stone, and con-
tained a hideous idol in somewhat of the human form.
“All the Idols,” says de Solis, “worshipped by these mis-
erable People, were formed in the same Manner; for tho’
they differed in the Make and Representation, they were
all alike most abominably ugly; whether it was that these
Barbarians had no Notion of any other Model, or that the
Devil really appeared to them in some such Shape; so
that he who struck out the most hideous figure, was
accounted the best work man.”

Seeing that no prodigy succeeded the destruction of
their gods, the savages were the more ready to pay atter tion

=)
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to the teachings which were so earnestly impressed upon
them by the strangers, and appeared to hold the symbols
of their worship in some veneration, offering incense
before them, as erstwhile to the idols.

Cortez heard one of the Indians make many attempts
to pronounce the word Castilla, and, his attention being
attracted by the circumstance, he pursued his inquiries
until he ascertained that two Spaniards were living among
the Indians on the main.

He immediately used great diligence to ransom and
restore them to liberty, and succeeded in the case of one of
them, named Jeronimo de Aguilar, who occupies an import-
ant place in the subsequent details of adventure. The
other, one Alonzo Guerrero, having married a wife among
the Indians, preferred to remain in his present condition.
He said to his companion: *Brother Aguilar, I am mar-
ried, and have three sons, and am a Cacique and captain in
the wars; go you in God’s name; my face is marked, and
wy ears bored; what would those Spaniards think of me |-
if I went among them?” 3

De Solis says of this man that his natural affectian was
but a pretence “why he would not abandon those deplor-
able Conveniences, which, with him weighed more than
Honour or Religion. We do not find that any other
Spaniard, in the whole Course of these Conquests, com-
mitted the like Crime; nor was the name of this Wretch
worthy to be remembered in this History: But, being
found in the writings of others, it could not be concealed;
and his Example serves to show us the Weakness of
Nature, and into what an Abyss of Misery a man may
fall, when God has abandon’d him.”

Poor Aguilar had been eight years a captive: tatoced,
nearly naked, and browned by sun, he was scarce distin-
guishable from his Indian companions, and the only Cas-
tilian words which he was at first able to recall were *‘ Dios,
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Santa Maria,” and “Sevilla.” Still mindful of his old
associations and religion, he bore at his shoulder the tat.
tered fragments of a prayer-book.

He belbnged to a ship's crew who had been wrecked
on the coast, and was the only survivor of the number,
except Guerrero. The rest had died from disease aud
overwork, or had been sacrificed to the idols of the coun-
try. Aguilar had been ‘“reserved for a future occasion
by reason of his Leanness,” and succeeded in escaping
to another tribe and another master.

Cortez sailed with his fleet, from Cozumel, for the river
Tabasco, which was reached on the 138th of March, 1519.
Urging their way against the current, in the boats and
smaller craft—for the principal vessels were left at anchor
near the mouth—the whole armament entered the stream.
As they advanced, the Spaniards perceived great bodies
of Indians, in canoes, and on both banks, whose outcries
were interpreted by Aguilar to be expressions of hostility
and defiance. Night came on before any attack was made
on either side. Next morning, the armament récofn-
menced its progress, in the form of a crescent: the men,
protected as well as possible by their shields and quilted
mail, were ordered to keep silence, and offer no violence
until ordered. Aguilar, who understood the language of
these Indians, was commissioned to explain the friendly
purposes of his companions, and to warn the natives of
the consequences that would result from their opposition.
The Indians, with signs of great fury and violence, refused
to listen to him, or to grant permission to the Spaniards
to supply themselves with wood and water.

The engagement commenced by a shower of arrows
from the canoes on the river, and an immense multitude
opposed the landing of the troops. Numbers and bravery
could not, however, avail against the European skill and
implements of warfare. Those in the canoes were easily




ABORIGINES OF MEXICO. 63

driven off, and, notwithstanding the -difficulties of a wet
and marshy shore, where thousands of the enemy lay con-
cealed to spring upon them unawares, the Spanish forces
made their way to the town of Tabasco, driving the In-
dians into the fortress, or dispersing them in the forest.
Tabasco was protected in the ordinary Indian style, by
strong palisades of trees, a narrow and crooked entrance
bemg left. 7

‘ Cortez immediately attacked the town, and, by ﬁnnc
through the palisades, his troops soon drove in the bow
men who were defending them, and after a time, got com-
plete possession.

The town was obstinately defended, even after the Span-
iards had effected an entrance. The enemy retreated be-
hind a second barricade, ‘““fronting” the troops, ‘valiantly
whistling and shouting ‘al calachioni,’ or ‘kill the cap-
tain.’” They were finally overpowered, and fled to the
woods. '

CHAPTER II.

GREAT BATTLES WITH THE NATIVES—CONCILIATORY
INTERCOURSE—DONNA MARINA.

HitHERTO a blind superstition, by which supernatural
powers were ascribed to the whites, had quelled the vigor
and spirit of the Indians, but an interpreter named Mel-
chorejo, whom Cortez had brought over from Cuba, de-
serted from the Spaniards during the first night spent in
Tabasco, and urged the natives to another engagement.
He explained the real nature of the mysterious weapons
whose flash and thunder had created such terror, and dis-
abused the simple savages of the ideas entertained by them
of the invulnerable nature of their foes.” They proved in
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the subsequent battles much more dangerous opponents
than before. The narrator mentions, with no little satis-
faction, the fate of this deserter. His new allies, it seems,
“being vanquished a second time, revenged themselves on
the adviser of the war, by making him a miserable sacri-
fice to their idols.” 4

All was as still, upon the succeeding day, as if the coun-
try was abandoned by its inhabitants, but a party of one
hundred men, on a scout, was suddenly surrounded and
attacked by such hordes of the enemy, that they might
have been cut off from sheer fatigue, but for another com-
pany which came to their assistance. As the Spaniards
endeavored to retreat to the camp, the Indians would rush
apon them in full force, “who, immediately upon their
facing about, got out of their reach, retiring with the same
swiftness that they were attacked; the motions of this
great multitude of barbarians from one side to another,
resembling the rolling of the sea, whose waves are driven
back by the wind.”

Two of the Spaniards were killed and eleven wounded
in the fray: of the Indians, eighteen were seen lying dead
on the field, and several prisoners were taken. From these
Cortez learned that tribes from all sides were gathered to
assist those of Tabasco in a general engagement planned
for the next day, and he accordingly made the most dili-
gent preparation to receive them. The horses were brought
on shore, and care was taken to restore their animation,
subdued by confinement on board ship.

As soon as day broke, Mass was said, arid the little army
was put in motion to advance upon the enemy. They
were discovered marshalled on the vast plain of Cintia,
in such numbers that it was impossible to compute them.
They extended so far, says Solis, “that the sight could not
reach to see the end of them.” The Indian warriors were
painted and plumed, their arms were bows and arrows,
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slings, darts, ¢lubs armed with sharp flints, and heavy
wooden swords. The bodies of the leaders were protected
by quilted coats of cotton, and- they bore shields of tor-
toise-shell or wood, mounted, in some instances, with gold.

To the sound of rude drums, and the blast of sea-shells
and large flutes, the vast crowd fell furiously upon the
Spaniards, and although checked by their more efficient
weapons, only retired to a convenient distance for hurling
stones and discharging arrows. The field-pieces mowed
them down by hundreds, but concealing the havoc by rais-
ing clouds of dust, and closing up their ranks with shouts
of “ala—Ilala” (the precise sound of the Turkish war-cry,
viz: a constant repetition of the word Allah), they held
their ground with the most determined courage.

The little handful of cavalry, which, led by Cortez in
person, had made a detour to avoid a marsh, now fell upon
the Indians from a new quarter, and, riding through and ,
through the crowded mass of savages, so bewildered and
amazed them, that they fled in dismay. No such animal
as the horse had ever before been seen by them: they
took the monsters, says Diaz, for centaurs, supposmg the
horse and his nder to be one.

On the field of battle, as the conquerors passed over it,
lay more than eight hundred dead or desperately wounded.
But two of the Spaniards were killed, although seventy
of their number were wounded at the first rush of the
barbarians.

The victors having rendered thanks “to God and to our
Lady, his blessed Mother,” for their success, dressed their
wounds, and those of the invaluable horses, with the fat
of dead Indians, and retired to refresh themselves by food
and sleep.

Lopez de Gomara affirms that one of the holy apostles,
under the form of Francisco de Morla, appeared upon the

field during this bloody engagement, and turned the scale
5 by
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of victory. Diaz says: ‘“It might be the case, and T, sin-
ner as I am, was not permitted to see it. What I did see
was Francisco de Morla, in company with Cortez and the
rest, upon a chesnut horse—But although I, unworthy sin-
ner that I am, was unfit to behold either of those holy
apostles, upwards of four hundred of us were present; let
their testimony be taken.” He adds, that he never heard
of the incident until he read of it in Gomara’s history.

Several prisoners were taken in this battle, among them
two who appeared to be of superior rank. These were
dismissed with presents and favors, to carry proposals of
peace to their friends. The result was highly satisfactory:
fifteen slaves, with blackened faces and ragged attire *“in
token of contrition,” came bringing offerings. Permission
was given to bury and burn the bodies of those who fell
in the terrible slaughter, that they might not be devoured
by wild beasts (“Lyons and Tygers” according to Diaz).
This duty accomplished, ten of the caciques and principal
men made their appearance, clad in robes of state, and
expressed desire for peace, excusing their hostility, as the
result of bad advice from their neighbors and the persuna-
sion of the renegade whom they had sacrificed. Cortez
took pains to impress them with ideas of his power and
the greatness of the monarch he served ; he ordered the
artillery to be discharged, and one of the most spirited of
the horses to be brought into the reception-room: “it being
so contrived that he should show himself to the greatest
advantage, his apparent fierceness, and his action, struck
the natives with awe.”

Many more chiefs came in on the following day, bring-
ing the usual presents of little gold figures, the material
of which came, they said, from *Culchua,” and from * Mex-
ico,” words not yet familiar to the ears of the Spaniards.

Twenty women were, moreover, offered as presents, and
gladly received by Cortez, who bestowed one upon each
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of his officers. They were all duly baptized, and had
the pleasure of listening to a discourse upon the mysteries
of his faith, delivered for their especial benefit by Father

- Bartholomew, the spiritual guide of the invaders. Know-

ing nothing of the language, and having no competent
interpreter, it probably made no very vivid impression,
but these captives were set down as the first Christian
women of the country.

Among them was one young woman of remarkable
beauty and intelligence, whom the Spaniards christened
Marina. She was said to be of royal parentage, but, from
parental cruelty, or the fortunes of war, had been held in
slavery at a settlement on the borders of Yucatan, where
a Mexican fort was established, and afterwards fell into
the hands of the Tabascan cacique. She spoke both the
Mexican language, and that common to Yucatan and
Tabasco, so that Cortez was able, by means of her and
Aguilar, to communicate with the inhabitants of the
interior, through a double interpretation, until Marina had
mastered the Spanish tongue. She ‘accompanied Cortez
throughout his eventful career in Mexico, and had a son
by him, who was made, says Solis, “a Knight of St. Jago,
in consideration of the Nobility of his Mother’s birth.”
Before this connection she had been bestowed by the com-
mander upon one Alonzo Puerto Carrero, until his depart-
ure for Castile.
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CHAPTER III.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE MEXICAN EMPEROR—THE
° ZEMPOALLANS AND QUIAVISTLANS.

“Thou too dost purge from earth its horrible
And old idolatries;—from their proud fanes
Each to his grave their priests go out, till none
Is left to teach their worship!”
Bryant’s Hymn to Death.

It Berore his departure from Tabasco, Cortez and his
priest made strenuous efforts to explain the principles of
his religion to the chiefs and their people. This, indeed,
seems really to have been a purpose uppermost in his
heart throughout the whole of his bloody campaign; but,
as may well be supposed, the subject was too abstract, too.
novel, and too little capable of proofs which appeal to the
senses and inclinations, to meet with much favor. “They
only complied,” says Solis, “as men that were subdued,
being more inclined to receive another God than to part
with any of their own. They hearkened with pleasure,
and seemed desirous to comprehend what they heard: but
reason was no sooner admitted by the will than it was
rejected by the understanding.” They acknowledged
that “this must, indeed, be a great God, to whom such
valiant men show so much respect.”

From the river Tabasco the fleet sailed direct for San
Juan de Ulua, where they were no sooner moored than
two large piraguas with a number of Indians on board
came boldly alongside. By the interpretation of Marina,
Cortez learned that these came in behalf of Pitalpitoque
and Tendile, Governor and Captain of the district, under
Montezuma, to inquire as to his purposes, and to make
offers of friendship and assistance. The messengers were
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handsomely entertained, and dismissed with a few pres-
ents, trifling in themselves, but of inestimable value in
their unskilful eyes.

As the troops landed, Tendile sent great numbers of his
men to assist in erecting huts for their accommodation; a
service which was rendered with remarkable dexterity
and rapidity. '

On the morning of Easter-day, the two great officers
came 10 the camp with a lordly company of attendants.
Not to be outdone in parade, Cortez marshalled his sol-
diers, and having conducted the chiefs to the rude chapel,
Mass was said with due ceremony. He then feasted them,
and opened negotiations by telling of his great sovereign,
Don Carlos, of Austria, (Charles the Fifth,) and express-
ing a desire to hold communion in his behalf with the
mighty Emperor Montezuma.

This proposition met with little favor. Tendile urged
him to accept the presents of plumed cotton mantles, gold,
&c., which they had brought to offer him, and depart in
peace. Diaz says that the Indian commander expressed
haughty astonishment at the Spaniard’s presumption.
Cortez told them that he was fully resolved not to leave
the country without obtaining an audience from the em-
peror; but, to quiet the apprehension and disturbance of
the Indians, he agreed to wait until a message could be
sent to the court and an answer returned, before com-
mencing further operations.

Painters, whose skill Diaz enlarges upon, now set to
work to depict upon rolls of cloth, the portraits of Cortez
and his officers, the aspect of the army, the arms, and
other furniture, the smoke poured forth from the cannon,
and, above all, the horses, whose ‘“obedient fierceness?”
struck them with astonishment. These representations
were for the benefit of Montezuma, that he might learn
more clearly than he could by verbal report, the nature
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of his novel visitants. By the messengers, Cortez sent,
as a royal present, a crimson velvet cap, with a gold
medal upon it, some ornaments of cut glass, and a chair
of tapestry.

Pitalpitoque now settled himself, with a great company
of his people, in a temporary collection of huts, built in
the immediate vicinity of the Spanish camp, while Ten-
dile attended to the delivery of the message to his mon-
arch. Diaz says that he went to the royal court, at the
city of Mexico, in person, being renowned for his swift-
ness of foot; but the more probable account is that he
availed himself of a regular system of couriers, established
over the more important routes throughout the empire.
However this may be, an answer was returned in seven
days’ time, the distance between Mexico and San Juan
being sixty leagues, by the shortest road.

With the messenger returned a great officer of the
court, named Quintalbor, who bore a most striking resem-
blance to Cortez, and one hundred other Indians, loaded
with gifts for the Spaniards. Escorted by Tendile, the
embassy arrived at the camp, and, after performing the
usual ceremony of solemn salutations, by burning incense,
&c., the Mexican lords caused mats to be spread, and dis-
played the gorgeous presents they had brought.

These consisted of beautifully woven cotton -cloths;
ornamental work in feathers, so skilfully executed that
the figures represented had all the effect of a painting;
a quantity of gold in its rough state; images wrought or
cast in gold of various animals; and, above all, two huge
plates, one of gold, the other of silver, fancifully chased
and embossed to represent the sun and moon. Diaz says
that the golden sun was of the size of a carriage wheel,
#hd that the silver plate was still larger.

Proffering these rich tokens of good will, together with
numerous minor articles, the chiefs delivered their mon
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arch’'s mission. Accompanied by every expression of
good will, his refusal was declared to allow the strangers
to visit his court. Bad roads and hostile tribes were
alleged to constitute insuperable difficulties, but it was
hinted that more important, though unexplainable reasons
existed why the interview could not take place.

Cortez, courteously, but firmly, persisted in his deter-
mination, and dismissed the ambassadors with renewed
gifts; expressing himself content to await yet another
message from Montezuma. He said that he could not,
without dishonoring the king his master, return before
having personal communication with the emperor.

He, meantime, sent a detachment further up the coast,
with two vessels, to seek for a more convenient and
healthy place of encampment than the burning plain of
sand where the army was now quartered.

Montezuma persisted in objections to the advance of
the Spaniards, and Cortez being equally immovable in
his determination to proceed, the friendly intercourse hith-
erto maintained between the natives and their guests now
ceased. Tendile took his leave with some ominous threats,
and Pitalpitoque with his people departed from their tem-
porary domiciles.

The soldiers, cut off from their former supplies of pro-
vision, and seeing nothing but danger and privation in
store for them, began to rebel, and to talk of returning
home. Cortez checked this movement by precisely the
same policy that was resorted to by Agamemnon and Ulys-
ses, under somewhat similar circumstances, as will be found
at large in the second book of the Iliad, line 110 et seq.

He seemed to assent to the arguments of the spokesman
of the malcontents, and proceeded to proclaim his purpose
of making sail for Cuba, but, in the meantime, engaged
the most trusty of his friends to excite a contrary feeling
among the troops. The effort was signally successful: the -
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commander graciously consented to remain, and lead them
to further conquests, expressing his great satisfaction in
finding them of such bold and determined spirit.

About this time, Bernal Diaz and another sentinel being
stationed on the beach, at some distance from the camp,
perceived five Indians of a different appearance from any
hitherto seen, approaching them wupon the level sands.
Diaz conducted them to the general, who learned, by
Marina’s interpretation, that they came in behalf of the
cacique of Zempoala, or Cempoal, to proffer the services
of their king and his people. This tribe held the Mexi-
cans in great fear and detestation, and rejoiced in the
opportunity now presented for attempting some retaliation
for former oppressions and injuries.

The exploring expedition had discovered a desirable
location, at the town of Quiavistlan, a few leagues north
of the encampment, and Cortez concluded to move thither
immediately. Before taking further steps, he established
himself more firmly in command by resigning his commis-
sion under Valasquez, and taking the vote of his followers
as to whether he should be their captain. This being settled
to his satisfaction, he marched for Quiavistlan, passing the
river at the spot where Vera Cruz was afterwards built.

Zempoalla lay in his route, and there the army was
met by a deputation from the cacique, he being too cor-
pulent to come in person. Sweet-smelling flowers were
offered as tokens of friendship to the Spanish officers.
The town was well built, and ornamented with shade-
trees. The inhabitants collected in innumerable but or-
derly crowds to witness the entrance of the cavalcade.
The ‘“fat cacique” entertained his guests handsomely,
making grievous complaints of the oppressions and exac-
tions suffered by him and his tribes at the hands of Mon-
tezuma’s officers. He had been subdued by the great
emperor, and was now his unwilling tributary.
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Quiavistlan was situated upon a rocky eminence, up
which the army advanced, prepared to crush any opposi-
tion on the part of the inhabitants. These, however, had
mostly fled from their homes on the approach of the Span-
iards. In the principal square, Cortez was met, and saluted
with the usual fumigations of incense, by fifteen of the
chief men of the town. They excused the timidity of
their people, and promised that they should immediately
return, as no injuries were intended by the strangers.

They came accordingly; the chiefs, together with the
corpulent cacique of Zempoalla, being borne upon litters.
All united in lamentations over the cruel state of degra-
dation and servitude to which they were subjected by the
tyrant Montezuma. He plundered them of their treasures,
seized and carried away their wives ald daughters, and
sacrificed no small number of them to his gods.

While they were yet consulting and beseeching assist-
ance from the Spaniards, the whole conclave was stricken
with terror by the intelligence of the arrival of five royal
emissaries or tax-gatherers. These stately personages, to
whom the Quiavistlans hastened to minister with cringing
servility, did not even condescend to bestow a look upon
the Spanish officers. “They were dressed,” says Diaz,
“in mantles elegantly wrought, and drawers of the same,
their hair shining, and, as it were, tied at the top of the
head, and each of them had in his hand a bunch of roses,
which he occasionally smelt to. They were attended by
servants, who fanned them, and each of whom carried a
cord and a hooked stick.”

Calling the caciques before them, these dignitaries re-
buked them for entertaining foreigners, who disregarded
the expressed will of the emperor, and, as a punishment
for the contempt, demanded twenty victims for sacrifice.
Cortez, being informed of this, advised the seizure and
imprisonment of these emissaries until report of their cru-
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elties and insolence could be made to their master. The
caciques, accustomed to submission, were at first horror-
stricken at the proposal, but Cortez persisting boldly and
confidently in his opinion, they went to the other extreme.
The five magnates were placed, says Solis, “in a kind of
Pillories, used in their Prisons, and very incommodious;
for they held the delinquents by the neck, obliging them
continually to do the utmost with their shoulders to ease
the weight, for the freedom of breathing.” *One of them,
_ also, being refractory, was beaten soundly.”

The exultant Quiavistlans would have gone still farther,
and made a speedy end of their prisoners, had not Cortez
interfered. Not willing to give immediate offence to Mon-
tezuma, but desirous of being in condition at any mdment
to pick a quarrelyor to claim the rewards and considera-
tion due to meritorious services, he contrived to effect the
escape of two of these lords, charging them to give him
all credit for the act at their master’s court. To preserve
the other three from destruction, he took them on board one
of his vessels, (the fleet having come round by sea) under
pretence of safe keeping. He, none the less, proclaimed
to the caciques, his allies, that they should thereafter be
free from all oppressions and exactions on the part of the
Mexican authorities.

The army was now set to work at the foundation of a
permanent fortification and town. By the willing assist-
ance of the natives, the walls of Vera Cruz rose rapidly.
To excite a spirit of industry and emulation, Cortez com-
menced the work of digging and carrying materials with
his own hands. Thirty caciques, from the mountainous
districts of the Totonaques, led by reports of Spanish valor
and virtues, came in to offer their services and alliance.
Their followers are numbered by Herrera (an author who
speaks too confidently of particulars) at one hundred thou-
sand men; wild mountaincers, but bold and efficient.
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‘While all hands were at work upon the new town, mes-
sengers once again appeared from Montezuma. His anger,
greatly excited by the first reports of the seizure of his
officers, had been mitigated by the favorable report of those
who had been allowed to escape; and he now sent two of
his own nephews, accompanied by four old lords, and a
splendid retinue. Acknowledgments were made by the
embassy for the service rendered by Cortez in setting the
two tax-gatherers at liberty; but he was, at the same time,
vehemently requested to leave the country, and not hin-
der, by the respect due to his presence, the just punish-
ment of the rebels with whom he was cohabiting.. He
was adjured not to dream of making further:progress
towards the royal court, “for that the impediments and
dangers of that journey were very great. On which point
they enlarged with a mysterious tediousness; this being
the principal point of their instructions.”

Cortez replied that danger and difficulties would but
give zest to the adventure, for that Spaniards knew no
fear, and only sought for glory and renown. He enter-
tained the ministers handsomely, and dismissed them
with . presents. [

The Zempoalans thought that the friendship cemented
between them and the foreigners could not be taken ad-
vantage of better than by engaging them to subdue a
neighboring tribe, whose chief town was called Cingapa-
cinga. They therefore induced Cortez, by pretending that
a troublesome Mexican garrison was quartered there, to
assist them in conquering the country. With four hun-
dred Spaniards, and a great company of Zempoalans, the
Spanish leader entered the mountain district where the
enemy was to be sought. As the army approached tke
town, eight old priests, in black and hooded robes, like
friars, came out to deprecate his anger. These function-
aries presented, as usual, the most disgusting and horrible
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appearance. Their long hair was tangled and clotted with
human blood, which it was a part of their rules shonld
never be washed off, and their persons were filthy, Joath-
some, and offensive beyond conception.

Cortez discovered that he had been deceived, us no
Mexicans were in the vicinity, but he put a good face on
the matter, and succeeded in making a peaceable arrange-
ment between the rival tribes.

Returning to Zempoala, renewed evidence was brought
before the eyes of this zealous Catholie, of the extent to
which the custom of human sacrifice was carried; and
especially of the sale and consumption of the bodies of
the victims as a “sacred food.” " He therefore concluded
to prostrate the idols, and set up the insignia of the true
religion. Long and earnest harangues failed to induce
the natives to perform this service themselves: they would
be cut to pieces, they said, ere they would be guilty of
such sacrilege. The soldiers then broke up and destroyed
the images, purged the temples, and, covering the bloody
marks of pagan worship with lime and plaster, erected an
altar, and celebrated the rites of Catholicism. As no pro-
digy or signal vengeance from Heaven followed the auda-
cious act, the pliable natives seemed readily to fall in with
the proposed change, and, burning the fragments of their
idols, they aped the posture and formula of the devout
Spaniards. An old and partially disabled soldier, named
Torres, agreed to remain as keeper of the newly-conse-
crated temple, on the departure of the troops.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE MARCH TO TLASCALA—OCCUPATION OF THE CITY—GREAT
MASSACRE AT CHOLULA-—ENTRANCE INTO THE CITY OF
MEXICO, AND INTERVIEW WITH MONTEZUMA—
DESCRIPTION OF THE TEMPLE, ETC.

“What divinn monsters, Oh ye gods, are these,
That float in air, and fly upon the seas!
Came they alive or dead upon the shore?”
DrYDEN.

THE bold and adventurous leader of the Spaniards now
began to set in earnest about his work of conquest. He
dispatched one ship direct for Spain, to obtain a confirma-
tion from the sovereign of his authority in New Spain;
and, with the consent of most of his companions, dis-
mantled and sunk the rest of the fleet, that all might be
nerved to the most desperate efforts by the alternative
presented them of death or complete success.

Leaving a garrison at the coast settlement, he com-
menced his march into the interior, accompanied by a
body of Zempoalans. The Indians of Jalapa, Socochima,
and Texucla, offered them no molestation, and, after en-
during great hardships in the passage of the rugged
mountains, the army reached Zocothlan.

Near the religious temples of this town, Diaz affirms,
with repeated asseverations, that he saw human skeletons,
go orderly arranged, that their numbers could be com-
puted with certainty, and that they could not have
amounted to less than one hundred thousand. Beside
these were huge piles of skulls and bones: other remnants
of mortality were hung from beams. Three priests had
charge of these relics.

Cortrary to the advice of the cacique of this province,
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Cortez determined to pass through the country of Tlas-
cala, whose inhabitants were inimical to Montezuma.

Four Zempoalan Indians, decked out in the style deemed
suitable for ambassadors, and bearing arrows, feathered
with white, and carried point downwards, in token of a
peaceful mission, were sent to wait on the Tlascalan
authorities. They were received with respect by the sen-
ate or chief council, whose members were ranged in order,
in a great hall, seated upon low chairs, each made from a
single block of some remarkable wood.

Great debate ensued as to whether the strangers should
be permitted to pass through the country. On the one
hand, ancient prophecies were cited of an invincible race
that should come from the East. The remarkable fuflfil-
ment in the landing of these white men, of many attend-
ant circumstances foretold, touching the ships, arms, and
valor of the invaders, was enlarged upon, and it was pro-
nounced madness to cope with them. On the other hand,
it was suggested that the Spaniards might be nothing bet-
ter than “monsters flung up by the sea upon the coasts,”
and, if not, that their sacrilege and cruelties forbade the
idea that they could be other than evil and avaricious
barbarians, who should be crushed as noxious reptiles.

It was concluded to try the strength of the whites, and,
if they could not be resisted, the assault should be attri-
buted to the intractibility of the Ottomies, a nation of
rude and warlike mountaineers.

The result might readily be foreseen: no force, how-
ever overwhelming in numbers, could resist the fire-arms,
the discipline, and more especially the horses of the Span-
iards. These animals “(supernatural or monstrous in
their imagination)” so terrified the Indians, that they trod
one another under foot in efforts to escape from the rush
of the little corps of cavalry.- In several engagements,
although under advantageous circumstances, as in ambus-
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cades and njg}it attacks, the Tlascalans were routed, and
vast numbers of their warriors were slaughtered. Cortez,
to strike further terror, cut off the hands or thumbs
of fourteen or fifteen captives, and sent them to their
own people to report what manner of men he and his
followers were. =

Montezuma, hearing of these successes, sent more mes-
sengers to endeavor to persuade Cortez not to make fur-
ther advance, and at the same time to obstruct the con-
clusion of a peace between him and the Tlascalans. These
efforts failed signally: Xicotencal, the general of the
opposing forces, in behalf of the town and nation, made
an amicable settlement of difficulties with the Spaniards.

With great pomp and ceremony, Cortez marched his
army into the town of Tlascala, on the 23d of September,
(1519). The situation of the place was rugged and moun-
tainous, giving the streets great irregularity; but the build-
ings were substantial, and the fortifications massive. Iere
the army tarried twenty days, and then marched for Cho-
lula, a great city, entirely subject to the emperor. Before
they set out, Montezuma had again sent heralds to an-
nounce his final consent to a meeting, and that quarters
for the Spanish troops should be made ready at Cholula.

Several thousand Tlascalans, armed and equipped, volun-
tarily offered their services, and the whole army reached
Cholula without molestation. Here the magnates of the
town met them, objecting to the entrance of the Indian
allies, as they had been enemies of the nation; and it was
agreed that the Spaniards and Zempoalans alone should
be quartered in the city, while the rest should encamp in
the suburbs. Here were seen evidences of greater wealth,
and higher attainments in architectural skill, than at any
place before visited. The caciques appeared friendly, and
furnished provisions for the troops for several days; but
finally discontinued both their visits and supplies. This
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aroused the suspicions of Cortez, and he determined to
maintain the ufmost vigilance. :

At this juncture an old woman of rank came to Marina,
for whom she had contracted great friendship, and begged
her to forsake the Spaniards, and come to live with her
and her friends. Marina, ever on the watch to serve her
lord and master, pretended compliance, and, by judicious
questions, elicited from the old woman all the particulars
of a formidable plot for the destruction of the Spaniards.
Montezuma had sent twenty thousand men into the vicin-
ity, part of whom were already secretly brought within the
walls; pit-falls with sharp stakes at the bottom had been
prepared in the principal highways for the destruction of
the horses; and stones were piled on the roofs of the houses
to hurl down upon the devoted army. Diaz says: “The
recompense which they intended for our holy and friendly
services was to kill us and eat us, for which purpose the
pots were already boiling, and prepared with salt, pepper
and tomatas.” Seven human victims had been sacrificed
to propitiate the favor of the gods, and it was purposed to’
devote twenty of the Spaniards to the same fate, as soon
as they could be secured.

All these things were confirmed by a searching examin-
ation of some of the caciques, who, surprised at the super-
natural penetration of the Spaniards, confessed the whole,
but attributed it entirely to Montezuma. With his usual
duplicity, Cortez spoke of this conspiracy in confidence to
the ambassadors from the court, pretending that he had
no suspicion of the part Montezuma had taken. He then
gave public orders for marching on the ensuing day, in
“order to precipitate the hostile movement, but, at the same
time, had all his plans arranged for battle, and intelligence
conveyed to his Tlascalan troops to be ready to assist him
at the dawning of day.

With the- first light all was in motion; the Cholulans
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appointed to carry the baggage, and those who came armed
on pretence of acting as a guard, but, in reality, to fall
upon the rear of the army, poured into the great square.
At a given signal from Cortez, a horrible massacre was
commenced, which continued for two days. The Tlasca-
lans of the party, réinforced by multitudes from their own
town, who came at the first news of the attack, ravaged
and plundered the city with unrestrained barbarity. Cor-
tez at last checked these outrages, and compelling such of
the plunder and prisoners as he could discover to be deliv-
ered up, proclaimed peace and general amnesty. He set
free the unfortunate prisoners, who were confined in cages
to be fattened for sacrifice, and vainly endeavored to con-
vince the priests and people of the enormity of their reli-
gious rites and the truth of his own doctrines.

Cholula was one of the most noted cities of Mexico,
both for its beauty of situation and structure, and its posi-
tion as the head-quarters of the religion of the country.
The immense hill or temple of sacrifice has ever been the
subject of admiration and astonishment to all beholders.

Montezuma dared no longer openly oppose the advance
of the Spaniards. The terror of their arms and the gloomy
prognostications of the priests cowed and subdued his
spirit, and he sent messengers with gifts and invitations
to Cortez to visit his court. The general impression con-
stantly gained ground among the Mexicans that these
white men must be “Teules,” or supernatural beings,
against whom it were hopeless openly to contend.

Fourteen days after the arrival at Cholula, the army
was again put in motion. The Zempoalans were dis-
missed at their own request, and their places were supplied
by Tlascalans, who were ready by thousands to share the
danger and profit of the expedition. On the march over
the rough mountainous district through which lay their
path, strong bodies of Mexicans had been placed in am-
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bush by the order of the king, but their hearts failed them
on the approach of the invaders. Cortez reached Chalco,
ncar the imperial city, not only without serious opposition,
but with his forces increased by as many natives of the
provinces through which he passed, as he chose to enlist
under his banners. Enchantments and conjurations, to
which Montezuma applied himself, with his whole corps
of magicians, proved as ineffectual as his armies to arrest
the enemy. It was still his purpose and hope, as the in-
vaders well knew, to overwhelm and destroy them at a
disadvantage, when they should enter his city.

The Spaniards reached Iztapalapa, on the great lake in
which the city of Mexico was built, without further blood-
shed, except the destruction of a few poor Indians who
approached “too near” the encampment at Amemeca, prob-
ably from motives of curiosity. The lord of Tezcuco, upon
the north-eastern border of the lake, a nephew of the em-
peror, visited them on their route with solemn ceremony.

Iztapalapa was built partly in the lake, although the
receding waters have left the site mostly dry. The appear-
ance of the place was truly Venetian. Over the broad
expanse of water were seen the towers and buildings of
numerous towns, at beholding which, together with the
great causey which led to the island city, the Europeans,
in the words of Diaz, “could compare it to nothing but
the enchanted scenes read of in Amadis of Gaul, from the
great towers and temples and other edifices of lime and
stone which seemed to rise out of the water.” “Never
“yet,” he adds, “did man see, hear, or dream of anything
equal to the spectacle which appeared to our eyes on
‘this day.”

The lords of the city assigned splendid buildings of
-stone for the troops to quarter in; and such was their
astonishment at the perfection of the architectural skill dis-
played in the palaces; the beauty of the gardens; the alleys

- —
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of fruit and aromatic trees; the fountains, aqueducts, and
artificial pools; and the vast concourse of curious natives,
crowding the street and causey to gaze on the mnovel
sight, or skimming the water in their light canoes, that
“to many it appeared doubtful whether they were asleep
or awake.”

On the morning of the 8th of November, 1519, Cor-
tez led his followers over the main causey into the impe-
rial city. A great deputation of nobles and officers came
out to meet him, and escorted the army into the city. The
streets were empty, that the ceremony of the royal andience
might not be impeded; but windows and balconies were
thronged with eager spectators.

Montezuma now appeared, borne in a glittering palan-
quin, and accompanied by his chief officers, magnificently
adorned, and displaying in their downcast looks and silent
obsequiousness the reverence in which they held their

- monarch. As he dismounted and walked to meet Cortez,
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